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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JOLLY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 20, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID W. 
JOLLY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m. 

f 

REMEMBERING SHERIFF’S DEPUTY 
DANNY OLIVER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of Sacramento 
County Sheriff Deputy Danny Oliver. 

Deputy Oliver had served the citizens 
of Sacramento County for 15 years 
when he paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
the line of duty this past October. 

Later that day, Placer County Sher-
iff’s Investigator Michael Davis, Jr., 
was shot and killed by the same assail-
ant. 

Deputy Oliver grew up in the Del 
Paso Heights neighborhood of Sac-
ramento and graduated from Grant 
High School. He loved serving the com-
munity where he grew up and dedicated 
his life to making it better. He was 
known for being part of the community 
that he served, answering emails from 
concerned citizens even when he was 
off duty, and never declining to attend 
a neighborhood meeting. 

Deputy Oliver was as dedicated to his 
family as he was to his job, and his 
family was dedicated to him. His wife, 
Susan Oliver, worked two jobs while 
Danny went through the sheriff’s acad-
emy, where he graduated at the top of 
his class academically. She will be my 
guest tonight at the State of the 
Union. Susan and Danny have two 
daughters, Melissa and Jenny. 

The lives of Deputy Oliver and Inves-
tigator Davis are a reminder that our 
law enforcement officers put their lives 
on the line every day for our safety. 
They were true heroes, and we are for-
ever indebted to them and their loved 
ones. Let’s honor their memory by 
building understanding and trust be-
tween law enforcement and the com-
munities they serve, just like Deputy 
Oliver did. 

f 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND 
PUERTO RICO STATEHOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Puerto Rico (Mr. PIERLUISI) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day this Nation, including Puerto Rico, 
celebrated Martin Luther King Day. It 
is important to pause and reflect upon 
Dr. King’s legacy and its relevance to 
the issue of Puerto Rico’s political sta-
tus. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, Dr. King was 
the most prominent leader of the civil 
rights movement for racial equality in 
the United States. He was physically 

brave, leading peaceful marches and 
other protests in parts of the country 
where some government officials and 
residents were willing to use violence 
and intimidation to maintain a system 
of segregation and discrimination. 

Dr. King was also remarkably elo-
quent. His speeches and writings in-
spired men and women who already 
supported the campaign for racial 
equality, but they also changed the 
hearts and minds of individuals who 
initially opposed the cause. He helped 
many Americans who were living in 
moral darkness to see the light. 

Dr. King was motivated by a sense of 
urgency. In a letter written from an 
Alabama jail, he stated that ‘‘justice 
too long delayed is justice denied.’’ But 
Dr. King was also strategic. Every ac-
tion he took was carefully designed to 
advance the cause. He knew that 
means matter as much as ends, and he 
had little patience for advocates who 
lacked a sense of tactics and timing. 

Dr. King traveled to Puerto Rico on 
at least two occasions, but it does not 
appear that he expressed a considered 
opinion about the island’s political sta-
tus. Nevertheless, based on Dr. King’s 
philosophy, it is fair to presume that 
he would be very troubled by the situa-
tion in Puerto Rico. 

Dr. King regarded the right to vote as 
sacred. In a 1957 speech delivered in 
front of the Lincoln Memorial, he said: 

So long as I do not firmly and irrevocably 
possess the right to vote, I do not possess 
myself. I cannot make up my mind; it is 
made up for me. I cannot live as a demo-
cratic citizen, observing the laws I have 
helped to enact; I can only submit to the 
edict of others. 

Nearly 50 years after Dr. King’s death 
from an assassin’s bullet, the right to 
vote in Federal and local elections is 
guaranteed to all American citizens re-
gardless of race, but only if they reside 
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in a U.S. State. The 3.6 million Amer-
ican citizens residing in the U.S. terri-
tory of Puerto Rico are denied this sa-
cred right, unable to vote for the Fed-
eral leaders who make the laws that 
govern every aspect of their lives. We 
lack the very right that Dr. King lived 
for and the right he died for. 

The movement that Dr. King led was 
a quest for equal rights and equal op-
portunities for African Americans. 
However, the principle that lay behind 
the movement and that gave it such 
moral power has broader application. It 
is the belief that there is only one cat-
egory of American citizenship, not a 
first-class citizenship for some and a 
second-class citizenship for others. 
Every day that Puerto Rico remains a 
territory, an undemocratic and undig-
nified status, this principle is violated. 

Dr. King taught us that achieving 
equality requires hard, determined, re-
lentless work. It requires leaders who 
are both passionate and strategic, just 
as Dr. King was, but above all, it re-
quires thousands upon thousands of or-
dinary men and women to unite around 
the principle, the principle of equality, 
and to fight for it until it is attained. 

Dr. King’s life is a testament to the 
fundamental truth that there is no 
force on Earth strong enough to stop a 
righteous cause pursued by righteous 
means. Our struggle to obtain equal 
rights and equal opportunities for the 
U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico is a strug-
gle for justice, and with tireless effort, 
we will prevail. 

f 

THE LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
what an interesting coincidence. We 
are here today to hear from the Presi-
dent of the United States, President 
Barack Obama, on his State of the 
Union. 

Just yesterday, millions of Ameri-
cans honored together the legacy and 
the message of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. I rise today to emphasize that Dr. 
King’s message was not a message for 
one particular ethnic or racial or reli-
gious group, but as I have reflected 
over the years, he equals the original 
values of this Nation. 

The Constitution begins by saying we 
have come to order a more perfect 
Union. It is a small document. The Bill 
of Rights gives flesh to the bones of the 
Constitution because it gives us the 
freedom of religion and speech and ac-
cess and the ability to move around, 
and the right to a jury trial and the 
right to due process and the right to 
dignity, and it freed the slaves. 

But it also is a document that can 
free us from the biases that sometimes 
come because of isolation, and that was 
Dr. King. He sought for America her 
higher angels. He wanted her to be able 
to be true to her values. For those who 
fled persecution in faraway places, he 

wanted America to be that place that 
did not see color, religion, ethnicity, 
did not see differences because one was 
disabled or gay or straight, but really 
saw us in an equal manner. 

He marched for all people, and I 
would hope that as we begin this ses-
sion of Congress, as we listen to the 
President of the United States, who lit-
erally stands on the shoulders of Dr. 
Martin Luther King—for it was the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 where many 
lost their lives and the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 where a young woman by 
the name of Viola Liuzzo died right 
after the Selma march. As she was 
bringing back those protestors and 
marchers, she was shot dead. She was a 
white woman from Michigan. And so I 
pay tribute to Dr. King today, and I 
look forward to listening to the Presi-
dent’s message that will hopefully be a 
message of hope and the opportunities 
for America to work together. 

At the same time, I remember my 
own community. I pay tribute to a 
place called Freedmen’s Town, founded 
by former slaves, and Camp Logan, a 
place where Black soldiers were iso-
lated in World War I, but they had on 
the uniform of this country. 

I pay tribute to Christie Adair, Zollie 
Scales, C. Anderson Davis, Reverend 
F.N. Williams, and, as well, S.J. Gil-
bert, Reverend J.J. Roberson, and 
many others who have walked the 
pathway, the leaders of the NAACP, 
the leaders of the Urban League, and 
many of our seniors who came to us to 
give us knowledge through their sac-
rifices of World War II, to the Buffalo 
Soldiers that we see in our community 
all the time, and to those who have put 
on the uniform through the ages. All of 
those persons combined make up the 
spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, who 
leaves us with the most important 
statement: ‘‘injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere.’’ 

As we now go on our new journey, let 
us look to respect our law enforcement 
but also look, as we stand alongside of 
the men and women in blue, that we 
also find a way to be able to bring jus-
tice and opportunity and, as well, fair-
ness to the criminal justice system. 

It takes all of us to be able to get 
that system right side up: our law en-
forcement officers and their training, 
and then, of course, the judicial sys-
tem. 

Let us look forward in Dr. King’s 
spirit of coming together, no matter 
what our race, color, or creed, what-
ever our body says to do, to be able to 
do what is right. 

I said to young people when I was 
speaking about Dr. King this weekend, 
I used one simple theme: he had a hum-
ble courage, a quiet courage. He had to 
make decisions in the quietness of his 
own presence and his own space to say, 
‘‘I am willing to do what is right even 
though there may be danger.’’ 

He never announced and never spoke 
about words that dealt with his own 
personal courage. He did say that he 
had a peace that would allow him to 

see the promised land and to acknowl-
edge to us that he might not get there 
with us, but he knew that we as a peo-
ple—and I take that ‘‘we’’ as the Amer-
ican people—will get there some day. 

Let us together fix Ferguson and the 
many Fergusons around the Nation. 
Let us bring comfort to parents all 
around this Nation. Let us be reminded 
of Dr. King’s spirit, not just in this 
weekend of activities and respect and 
honor, but let us do it always. 

I close by simply saying, thank you 
at home to Mr. Ovide Duncantell. Mr. 
Duncantell has been the visionary for 
our efforts in Houston on honoring Dr. 
Martin Luther King. He first met with 
Daddy King and named the street, and 
then we were able successfully, with 
Federal funds and working with Mr. 
Duncantell, to place a Martin Luther 
King memorial, the first built outside 
of Washington, D.C., in the last 10 
years. We are excited about it. We 
know that his spirit is not in bricks 
and mortar; it is living within us. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 13 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at 
2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, thank You for giving us 
another day. 

The House prepares this day to wel-
come the President of the United 
States and other governmental, judi-
cial, and military leadership of our Na-
tion. The world watches as America’s 
great experiment in civilian self-gov-
ernment is in high relief. 

May all who populate these hallways 
this day be possessed of goodwill and a 
shared commitment to guarantee the 
freedoms and responsibilities inspired 
by the soaring rhetoric and subsequent 
actions of our American ancestors. 

We know that all too often these past 
congressional sessions the terms of de-
bate and consideration of issues have 
been more reflective of partisan poli-
tics than productive problem solving. 
Perhaps this is to be expected, given 
the nature of republican forms of gov-
ernment. Even so, we ask that Your 
blessing and inspiration come down 
upon our elected leaders, that they 
might be moved to negotiations and so-
lutions beyond their own imaginings. 

May all that is said and done in this 
Chamber today redound to the benefit 
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of our Nation and the glory of Your 
holy name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. CUM-
MINGS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CUMMINGS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

THE NOVEMBER MEMO AND THE 
STATE OF THE UNION 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
President addresses the Union tonight, 
promising more government, more 
spending, and more taxes. 

Obviously the President did not read 
the November memo from America. 
The majority of the Union rejected the 
President’s policies in the election of 
persistent Big Government. 

King George III and the British im-
posed the Stamp Act 250 years ago this 
year. The colonists decried the new 
tax. 

Higher taxes and more confiscation 
of property and wealth is not a sound 
solution; after all, taxes are already 
too high; after all, revenue into the 
Federal coffers is at a record level; 
after all, Americans are already ham-
mered by ObamaCare taxes; and after 
all, raising taxes is not a proven eco-
nomic theory to grow the economy. We 
need less tax. We should consider the 
fair tax that does not discriminate in 
taxation. 

The President should remember his-
tory and not follow the old failed pol-
icy of King George III of more taxes 
but should pivot the Union to less tax-
ation, less government, and more free-
dom for our citizens. 

And that is just the way it is. 

f 

WE SHOULD HONOR DR. KING 
EVERY DAY 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
was the day that we honor Martin Lu-
ther King’s life and legacy—it should 
be honored every day—a great Amer-
ican who stood for justice, liberty. 

Yet in this House, there is not a de-
sire on the other side of the aisle to in-
crease the minimum wage, which 
would be one of the first things Dr. 
King would want. There is not a desire 
on the other side of the aisle to pass a 
Voting Rights Act for which Dr. King 
is known to have worked on the march 
in Selma and help bring about some 50 
years ago. And there is no effort to re-
duce the great disparity in wealth that 
threatens the middle class and threat-
ens the future of democracy and the 
way we know America. 

We should honor Dr. King every day. 
Unfortunately, many and most of his 
values are being neglected by the ma-
jority in this House. 

f 

REMEMBERING REBECCA D. 
LOCKHART 

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember and honor Rebecca 
D. Lockhart, a proud Utahn and, in 
fact, the immediate past speaker of the 
House of Representatives in Utah. Un-
fortunately, she passed away just a few 
days ago at the young age of 46. 

Speaker Lockhart was elected to the 
Utah House in 1998. She was trained as 
a registered nurse, and she first served 
on the Health and Human Services 
Committee but quickly threw herself 
into transportation issues, for which 
she was widely known. 

After her fourth session, she was ap-
pointed to the house leadership as the 
vice chair of executive appropriations 
and stayed in leadership the remainder 
of her time. 

In fact, in 2008, then-Representative 
Lockhart was elected as the assistant 
majority whip, and in 2010 she became 
the first female speaker of the Utah 
House in Utah history. Her tenure was 
epitomized by a more collaborative 
bottom-up approach that focused on 
having an open process where all mem-
bers of the body could bring forward 
ideas for discussion. 

Becky Lockhart and her husband, 
Stan, raised their three children in 
Provo, Utah. They have been stalwarts 
within the party, and her presence will 
be keenly missed. Her trailblazing leg-
acy will live on. 

May God bless Rebecca D. Lockhart 
and her family. We thank her for her 
service, and we will miss her greatly. 

f 

LET US FIND AREAS OF COMMON 
GROUND 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end we observed the celebration of the 
life of the Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr. He talked about engagement 
for the American people, for jobs, for 
justice, for peace, and it was pretty ex-
citing to see the response across the 

country at a time when all of these 
issues are in the forefront. 

Tonight we will hear from the Presi-
dent of the United States. From what I 
hear about what he will present, it will 
reflect what we have seen across the 
country in terms of what he said last 
year reflected across the country: 
about when women succeed, America 
succeeds; about college affordability; 
about child care; about sick leave; all 
the kinds of issues that enable fami-
lies—not just women, but families—to 
succeed. Hopefully it will reflect what 
we talked about on opening day: better 
infrastructure, bigger paychecks. 

As we all know, despite all of the eco-
nomic gains and all the indicators that 
tell us that progress has been made in 
our economy—and, indeed, it has—it 
isn’t reflected in the paychecks of 
America’s working families. 

So what we hear tonight, I know, will 
be in furtherance of increasing that 
paycheck, starting from the middle, 
starting from initiatives that benefit 
the middle class and those who aspire 
to it, all of it a reflection of the Amer-
ican people’s thinking, all of it about 
engagement for policies that Reverend 
Martin Luther King talked about, all 
of it hopefully that we are able to do in 
a bipartisan way. 

Let us find the areas in which we 
have common ground. Let us work to-
gether to get that done, build con-
fidence between us in this body, among 
the American people, and keep Amer-
ica number one in education, innova-
tion, and justice and a factor for peace 
in the world. 

f 

RAISING TAXES DESTROYS JOBS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, after 6 years, American work-
ers continue to lose jobs under Presi-
dent Obama’s failed economic policies. 

The President makes the exaggerated 
claim of job creation, but workers feel 
the facts. The administration’s policies 
have caused stagnant wages, weak eco-
nomic growth, and a shift toward many 
Americans settling for part-time jobs. 

Raising taxes destroys jobs. The 
Washington Times reports that the 140 
million employment payroll in Novem-
ber was up by only 1.2 percent over 
what it was 4 years previously. The sta-
tistic claimed by the President that 
the unemployment rate has gone down 
to 5.8 percent is inaccurate because so 
many people are eliminated as having 
stopped looking for jobs. 

In December, the labor force partici-
pation rate fell to the lowest point in 
over 30 years. This is not an economic 
recovery to be celebrating, and the 
American people deserve better solu-
tions for jobs. 

House Republicans have passed bipar-
tisan pro-growth bills to create Amer-
ican jobs. We will keep fighting to help 
Americans get back to work full-time. 
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In conclusion, God bless our troops, 

and the President, by his actions, must 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

ISIS IS NOT A REFLECTION ON 
ISLAM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
this morning most Americans woke up 
to the news that ISIS was holding two 
citizens of the nation-state of Japan 
and, in the holding of those citizens, 
threatening to kill them, asked Japan 
to give $200 million. 

Mr. Speaker, does that sound like an 
organization that is dedicated and 
committed to principles however much 
we disagree with them, or does it sound 
like a group of thugs who are willing to 
do anything to gain money to promote 
their evil and dastardly acts? 

The very existence of ISIS and others 
is not a reflection on Islam. Over the 
weekend, we have seen so many that 
have expressed opposition to these ter-
rible acts. That is why it is so impor-
tant, as we listen to the President’s 
State of the Union, that the Congress, 
although with different opinions, agree 
to work on behalf of what is good for 
all of America, both building the econ-
omy but fighting against the war on 
terror, not only with weapons but with 
educating about democracy and prin-
ciples and equality and trying to win 
the hearts and minds. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a lot of work to 
do. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote incurs objection under clause 
6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE RECENT 
TERRORIST ATTACKS IN PARIS 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 37) expressing the sense 
of the House of Representatives con-
demning the recent terrorist attacks in 
Paris that resulted in the deaths of 
seventeen innocent persons and offer-
ing condolences to those personally af-
fected by this cowardly act. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 37 

Whereas, on January 7, 2015, armed radical 
Islamist terrorists stormed the offices of the 
satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo and 

slaughtered twelve people, including edi-
torial staff of the paper, a visitor, a security 
guard, a maintenance worker, and a Muslim 
police officer; 

Whereas terrorists Cherif and Said 
Kouachi, who carried out the attack, were 
located and killed by police two days later 
and their hostages rescued; 

Whereas Amedy Coulibaly killed a female 
police officer on January 8, 2015, and inten-
tionally targeted a kosher supermarket, tak-
ing multiple hostages and murdering four 
Jewish men on January 9, 2015, before French 
police raided the store, killed Coulibaly, and 
rescued the surviving hostages; 

Whereas Amedy Coulibaly stated that he 
had worked in coordination with Said and 
Cherif Kouachi and called them ‘‘brothers 
from our team’’; 

Whereas Hayat Boumeddiene, a fourth sus-
pect connected with the attack and the com-
mon-law wife of Amedy Coulibaly, remains 
at large; 

Whereas the Kouachi brothers are believed 
to have traveled to Yemen in 2011 where they 
are reported to have received weapons train-
ing and met with Anwar al-Awlaki, a senior 
member of al-Qaeda in the Arabian Penin-
sula; 

Whereas al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
claimed credit for the Charlie Hebdo attack; 

Whereas Amedy Coulibaly claimed to be a 
member of the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria; 

Whereas radical Islamist terrorist groups, 
including the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant, al-Qaeda and its affiliates world-
wide, the Taliban and Haqqani network in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, Ansar al-Sharia 
in Libya, Boko Haram in Nigeria, al-Shabaab 
in Somalia, Hizballah in Lebanon and Syria, 
Hamas in Gaza, and others, pose a growing 
threat to international peace and stability; 

Whereas these terrorist attacks represent 
an assault on fundamental principles essen-
tial to a democratic society, including the 
universal right to free expression and free-
dom of religion; 

Whereas the increase in anti-Semitic at-
tacks in France and throughout Europe re-
mains of great concern; 

Whereas the United States and France 
share a longstanding cultural, political, and 
economic relationship that has greatly bene-
fitted both nations; 

Whereas since the founding of our Nation, 
France has been an ally of the United States, 
and French soldiers have fought side-by-side 
with American soldiers throughout history, 
including during two World Wars; 

Whereas security cooperation between the 
United States and France plays an essential 
role in combating violent extremism in West 
and North Africa, the Middle East and 
around the world; and 

Whereas the United States is committed to 
supporting its oldest ally France in this dif-
ficult time: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the recent terrorist attacks 
in Paris that resulted in the tragic loss of 
seventeen innocent lives; 

(2) extends its deepest sympathies to all 
those affected by this tragedy; 

(3) supports the efforts of the Government 
of France to ensure that all of those individ-
uals who committed or supported these at-
tacks are brought to justice; 

(4) remains concerned regarding the flow of 
foreign fighters to and from the Middle East 
and West and North Africa and the threat 
posed by these individuals upon their return 
to their local communities; 

(5) appreciates and supports France’s con-
tinuing efforts to combat terrorism and pro-
mote stability throughout the Middle East 
and West and North Africa; 

(6) appreciates France’s contributions to 
the multilateral effort to destroy the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant; 

(7) recognizes the growing threat posed by 
radical Islamist terrorist groups worldwide 
and reaffirms the commitment of the United 
States to the multilateral, global fight 
against such violent extremists; 

(8) calls upon all nations to join a global 
effort to combat violent extremist ideologies 
and terrorist groups; and 

(9) remains committed to the defense of 
free expression, including religious freedom, 
as well as other universal values that terror-
ists seek to destroy through a campaign of 
cowardly threats and reprehensible violence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to add any extra-
neous material to the RECORD in this 
debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of this resolution. The resolution con-
demns the terrorist attack in France 
carried out by Islamist extremists ear-
lier this month. 

On January 7, two armed gunmen en-
tered the offices of Charlie Hebdo, the 
satirical magazine in Paris, and, in a 
brutal, premeditated attack, killed 12 
people and injured 11 others. 

The following day, as we watched 
this play out on international media, 
their associate, Amedy Coulibaly, shot 
and killed a female police officer, and 
in the following days with the Kouachi 
brothers on the run, Coulibaly targeted 
a kosher supermarket where he shot 
and killed four Jewish shoppers and 
took multiple hostages. Later that 
day, courageous French police officers 
stormed the supermarket, killed the 
attacker, and freed the hostages. 

There are no words that we can speak 
today, I think, that will comfort the 
families and the friends of the 17 people 
murdered in those terrorist attacks. 

The victims included cartoonists and 
maintenance workers, police officers, 
grocery shoppers, Christians, Jews, and 
Muslims. 

b 1415 

There are no words strong enough to 
condemn these terrorists and their rad-
ical jihadist ideology. 

The Charlie Hebdo offices were at-
tacked because their cartoons offended. 
The magazine’s editor was specifically 
marked as a target for death by al 
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s on-
line newspaper magazine called Inspire 
under the not-so-subtle headline, ‘‘A 
Bullet a Day Keeps the Infidel Away.’’ 
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Indeed, the Kouachi brothers called out 
the editor’s name before they shot and 
killed him. 

Mr. Speaker, the attack on Charlie 
Hebdo was an attack on free speech. 
The right to express ideas and opin-
ions, even if they are unpopular or of-
fensive, is a foundation for a free soci-
ety—France’s and ours. Frankly, the 
struggle of the Enlightenment has 
largely been a struggle against blas-
phemy laws going all of the way back 
to the foundation of this Republic and 
our First Amendment and Jefferson’s 
concept of freedom of speech and free-
dom of religion. 

It was not the first time that this 
magazine was attacked by terrorists. 
And, unfortunately, it probably won’t 
be the last time a media outlet like 
this is targeted. That is why this reso-
lution resolves to uphold and defend 
the basic principle—free speech. 

The grocery store victims were mur-
dered because they were Jewish. In the 
days following, France stationed thou-
sands of police officers to guard 
France’s Jewish schools and syna-
gogues in the aftermath of the ter-
rorist attacks. Alarmingly, anti-Se-
mitic forces are on the rise in France 
and in much of Europe. 

This resolution puts the House on 
record as condemning in the strongest 
terms possible the Paris attacks and 
extends the sympathy of every Amer-
ican to those affected by the tragedy. 
It reiterates our support for France, 
America’s sister republic, our oldest 
ally, and it calls upon all nations to 
join the global effort of fighting vio-
lent extremism. 

This is a time to not just express sor-
row for those killed but also a time to 
show resolve in the face of terror. Our 
intelligence-sharing with allies, al-
ready strong, will need to get much 
sharper; border checks improved; and 
coalition efforts to destroy ISIS will 
need to be stepped up. I urge all Mem-
bers to support this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume, and I 
rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, the terrorist attacks by 
radical Islamists in Paris were a trag-
edy for all who love peace and freedom. 
What happened at the offices of Charlie 
Hebdo and the kosher market reminds 
us this violent extremism remains a 
critical threat. I am happy to stand 
with the chairman here in showing 
strong bipartisanship once again be-
cause we grieve with France, our oldest 
ally. Our hearts break for all those who 
have lost loved ones in these attacks 
and for all who watched this carnage 
spill into their peaceful city streets. 

As a New Yorker, I remember the 
outpouring of support from France fol-
lowing September 11, 2011. But even as 
we mourn the dead, we draw inspira-
tion from the displays of courage and 
solidarity on the streets of the City of 
Light, across Europe, and around the 
world. 

With the attackers still at large, 
Parisians took to the streets in mas-
sive and peaceful vigils. They sent a 
clear message to the world: freedom 
and justice will not be cowed by vio-
lence and terror. 

In these attacks, Mr. Speaker, the 
ancient evil of anti-Semitism once 
again showed its ugly face. Anti-Semi-
tism is both a threat with which gov-
ernments need to deal and a societal 
challenge requiring honest dialogue, 
critical self-examination, and constant 
vigilance. France’s deployment of spe-
cial troops and extra police to Jewish 
sites was the right thing to do. But 
much more will be needed in the days 
ahead to ensure that Europe’s largest 
Jewish community is safe from attack 
and free from fear. 

Just as America stands with the peo-
ple of France against terrorism, Ameri-
cans also stand shoulder to shoulder 
with European Jewry. 

That is the message we are sending 
today with this resolution. Whether in 
Paris or New York, Moscow or Jeru-
salem, whether homegrown or im-
ported, whether targeting Jews, Mus-
lims, Christians, or anyone else, vio-
lent extremism has no place in a civ-
ilized world. We will continue to work 
with our friends and allies to put a stop 
to this threat. It is important that 
Congress go on record as strongly op-
posed to this violence. We will do what-
ever it takes to secure the future of 
freedom and democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am Jewish—Je suis 
Juif. I am Charlie—Je suis Charlie. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE), the 
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Terrorism, Nonprolifera-
tion, and Trade, and the author of this 
measure. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman and the ranking 
member for bringing this resolution to 
the House floor so quickly. 

Mr. Speaker, it was a cold winter 
morning in Paris just before lunchtime 
when two masked men with AK–47s ap-
proached a woman standing outside the 
door of the Charlie Hebdo newspaper, 
forcing her to let them in. 

Once inside the door, they gunned 
down the security guard in the lobby 
and ran up to the second floor shout-
ing, ‘‘Where is Charb? Where is Charb?’’ 
Charb is the nickname of the news-
paper’s editor, Mr. Charbonnier. After 
reaching their target, they executed 
him and 10 others. They exited the 
building shouting, ‘‘Allahu Akbar,’’ or 
‘‘God is the greatest.’’ Then they sped 
off. They would kill an injured Muslim 
police officer lying on the ground be-
fore they fled. 

The two terrorists got away, but not 
for long. French law enforcement found 
and killed the men in a standoff near 
the Paris airport. That same day, an-
other terrorist killed a female police 

officer and attacked a kosher super-
market and murdered four Jewish men. 
Once again, French law enforcement 
took care of the terrorists and rescued 
the hostages. 

These terrorists killed because they 
didn’t like what people had to say. Mr. 
Speaker, it is a fundamental human 
right to have freedom of expression, 
freedom of press, freedom of speech, 
and freedom of religion. No amount of 
violence can take those rights away 
from us. It is basic. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution says we 
are not going to let Islamic radical ter-
rorists steal those rights from anyone, 
whether it is the French, whether it is 
someone else in the world or even here 
in America. Mr. Speaker, after all, 
they killed at the kosher cafe because 
they not only didn’t like what people 
were saying, they didn’t like those peo-
ple because they were Jews. 

France did an excellent job bringing 
swift justice down on these terrorists, 
but the fight is certainly not over. 
There may be, and probably are, hun-
dreds of others around the world plot-
ting to kill neighbors and countrymen 
and people in other Nations because 
those terrorists don’t agree with what 
those people say or what those people 
look like or what those people’s per-
sonal religion may be. They think they 
have the right to kill in the name of a 
radical Islamic religion. 

Mr. Speaker, the threat is serious 
and it is deadly. This resolution re-
members those folks who were killed 
because they believed the way they did 
or because they looked the way they 
looked or because their religion was 
different than others. We mourn when 
the French mourn. As stated earlier, 
the French are our oldest and first 
ally. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, we have two 
portraits in this House Chamber, one of 
George Washington and one of Lafay-
ette, the first great Frenchman who 
helped the United States. We have a 
close bond with the French. And it is 
important that we let them, the world, 
and especially the terrorists know that 
our bond with freedom-loving countries 
will remain strong, especially in time 
of need, when people are attacked be-
cause of their beliefs and the idea that 
they can express a difference of opin-
ion. 

I want to congratulate French law 
enforcement for their speedy and quick 
resolve in disposing of these terrorists, 
and we should let them know that we 
appreciate all law enforcement who 
fight back against terrorists who want 
to kill us because we don’t agree with 
them. 

Once again, I thank the chairman 
and the ranking member for bringing 
this resolution to the House floor. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. ROYCE and Mr. ENGEL and 
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Mr. POE for their leadership in bringing 
the House together on a very impor-
tant issue. 

Earlier today I stood and spoke about 
the tragic news that we heard early 
this morning of two Japanese citizens 
being held and ISIS asking for $200 mil-
lion. 

The work of these individuals in 
Paris, France, and beyond was in their 
mind a connectedness to al Qaeda and 
others, proudly so, as they slaughtered 
those individuals who chose to lift up 
liberte in the spirit of the French peo-
ple and take to the pen and assess the 
atmosphere of the day and provide 
humor to it. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not comment on 
one person’s opinion, but I do know 
that liberte, democracy, liberty, and 
our own beliefs give every human being 
dignity and the freedom of expression, 
the free press, the right to free speech 
and religion, and I believe these are 
very valuable ideals. And so this reso-
lution speaks to that by condemning 
the heinousness of the act. 

How many families—children, moth-
ers, and fathers—were impacted by the 
loss of their loved ones? What a trag-
edy to see a police officer gunned down 
in the street who asked, as I reflect on 
the words as I recall them, to be left 
alone, and yet was shot again, and 
other officers in the line of duty being 
subjected to the violence of these indi-
viduals. 

This is an intolerable situation that 
should not be tolerated. But we are 
hearing from the voices of these ter-
rorist groups that they are now asking 
individuals to stay in place, to stay at 
home and create jihad. At the same 
time, I have heard voices from the 
Islam extended community, people of 
the faith, Islamic faith, and I have 
heard them condemn these violent 
acts. I have heard them condemn these 
acts as not reflecting their faith. 

Then again, as we watched an indi-
vidual slaughter Jewish persons in a 
kosher market purposely because of 
their faith, we cannot tolerate that. In 
one single voice, we should rise up as 
this resolution, H. Res. 37, says to ex-
press the affection for all people and 
their right to exist. That is, if you will, 
a universal phenomenon, to allow indi-
vidual persons and individuals to exist 
without threat of heinous violence. As 
I talked about Dr. Martin Luther King, 
I said the very words he has com-
mended to us: Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. ENGEL. I yield an additional 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Texas 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. As we begin this 
journey into a new year, I don’t know 
how much we will be confronted with 
these horrible acts. I am on the Home-
land Security Committee, and for a 
long time we were seeing the signs of 
what I call franchise terrorism. But I 
do know that it has to be a world, a 
global effort, but it also has to, as I 

began to talk about earlier, reach the 
hearts and minds of young men and 
possibly women who are being sub-
jected to radicalism on the Internet or 
elsewhere. 

We have to stop that bleeding, if you 
will, and begin to promote openly our 
values, which include respect for reli-
gious differences. As we do that, I be-
lieve it will be well worth the invest-
ment because we don’t know where this 
is going to end, and we certainly need 
to say to the American people that we 
are committed, in essence that we are 
on top of it, and that we have many so-
lutions to this tragic problem. 

So I rise in support of H. Res. 37 for 
its condemnation and recognition of 
where we are today, and I ask for us to 
address this in a multitude of ways in 
order to have peace in this world and in 
our Nation. 

b 1430 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Je suis Juif, I am Jewish. Mr. Speak-

er, Je suis Charlie, I am Charlie Hebdo. 
This is what we are all saying collec-
tively as a Congress as we debate this 
bill today. This is what the people of 
France were saying and have been say-
ing ever since the tragedy happened. 
People with placards and banners were 
carrying them high above France to 
show solidarity in the fight against 
terrorism. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had an impor-
tant conversation here in the House. I 
am heartened by the expressions of 
unity and resolve, and I hope they pro-
vide a measure of comfort to those 
families that are suffering who had 
loved ones who were killed and those 
who were wounded by this recent at-
tack. 

Symbolism looms hard in foreign af-
fairs, and with this resolution, we de-
liver a powerful message. We deliver it 
on the day the President is going to 
speak with us in the State of the 
Union, and I think nothing could be 
stronger than for this House unani-
mously to fight terrorism, to reject 
terrorism, and, again, to say, ‘‘Je suis 
Juif, Je suis Charlie.’’ 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Con-

gressman POE from Texas, chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Terrorism, Non-
proliferation, and Trade, for authoring 
this important resolution; but I also 
want to thank our ranking member, 
ELIOT ENGEL of New York, for his sup-
port in bringing this resolution to the 
floor to ensure that we speak with one 
voice on issues of violent extremism 
and to ensure that we stand with our 
ally France at this difficult time. 

Last week, many Members visited 
the Foreign Affairs Committee to sign 
a condolence book and greet the 
French Ambassador in person. Mr. 
ENGEL and I thanked them for their 
show of solidarity in this. 

Mr. Speaker, the ultimate reality is 
that these attacks in Paris are indic-
ative of a resurgent terrorist threat 
from radical Islamist extremists. The 
brothers were connected to al Qaeda in 
Yemen, a particularly active and dead-
ly al Qaeda franchise. The kosher mar-
ket gunman pledged his allegiance to 
ISIS, which now controls parts of Iraq 
and Syria and has specifically targeted 
Americans. 

Up to 5,000 Europeans are believed 
now to have traveled to Syria to fight 
or get training. Whether from orga-
nized groups or returning foreign fight-
ers or lone wolves, the terrorist threat 
is real, and it is growing. 

These are not criminals united by 
happenstance but by a militant jihadi 
impulse united by ideology, by doc-
trine, and by practice, its adherents 
drawn all the way from Africa to 
Southeast Asia, from the Middle East 
to the Caucasus. 

Unlike some of the rhetoric we have 
heard by some here in Washington, in 
every corner of the globe, terrorist 
groups are growing in number, and 
they are growing in strength. In Eu-
rope, France is at the front lines of a 
dangerous and growing ideology that 
has, again, demonstrated that it knows 
no bounds. 

As we face an expanding and evolving 
threat, it is imperative that we un-
equivocally condemn attacks on free-
dom of speech, condemn attacks on re-
ligious pluralism, and reaffirm our re-
solve to fight extremism. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 37. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 36 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove myself 
as a cosponsor of H.R. 36. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 36 

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove myself 
as a cosponsor of H.R. 36. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After 
consultation among the Speaker and 
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the majority and minority leaders, and 
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses 
meet tonight in joint session to hear 
an address by the President of the 
United States, only the doors imme-
diately opposite the Speaker and those 
immediately to his left and right will 
be open. 

No one will be allowed on the floor of 
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to 
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege 
of the floor must be strictly enforced. 
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of 
all Members is requested. 

The practice of purporting to reserve 
seats prior to the joint session by 
placement of placards or personal 
items will not be allowed. Chamber Se-
curity may remove these items from 
the seats. Members may reserve their 
seats only by physical presence fol-
lowing the security sweep of the Cham-
ber. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 36 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1625 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SESSIONS) at 4 o’clock 
and 25 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 161, NATURAL GAS PIPELINE 
PERMITTING REFORM ACT, AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 36, PAIN-CAPABLE UN-
BORN CHILD PROTECTION ACT 

Ms. FOXX, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 114–3) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 38) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 161) to provide for the 
timely consideration of all licenses, 
permits, and approvals required under 
Federal law with respect to the siting, 
construction, expansion, or operation 
of any natural gas pipeline projects, 
and providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 36) to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to protect pain-capable 
unborn children, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:35 p.m. for the purpose of 
receiving in joint session the President 
of the United States. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 26 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2035 

JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS 
PURSUANT TO HOUSE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION 7 TO RE-
CEIVE A MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 8 
o’clock and 35 minutes p.m. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced 
the Vice President and Members of the 
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The joint session will 
come to order. 

The Chair appoints as members of 
the committee on the part of the House 
to escort the President of the United 
States into the Chamber: 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY); 

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
SCALISE); 

The gentlewoman from Washington 
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS); 

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
WALDEN); 

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
MESSER); 

The gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. 
JENKINS); 

The gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX); 

The gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. PELOSI); 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
BECERRA); 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
CROWLEY); 

The gentlewoman from Connecticut 
(Ms. DELAURO); 

The gentlewoman from Maryland 
(Ms. EDWARDS); and 

The gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. 
TAKAI). 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort the 
President of the United States into the 
House Chamber: 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
MCCONNELL); 

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN); 

The Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH); 
The Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 

THUNE); 
The Senator from Wyoming (Mr. 

BARRASSO); 
The Senator from Missouri (Mr. 

BLUNT); 
The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 

WICKER); 

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN); 

The Senator from New York (Mr. 
SCHUMER); 

The Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
MURRAY); 

The Senator from Vermont (Mr. 
LEAHY); 

The Senator from Montana (Mr. 
TESTER); 

The Senator from Michigan (Ms. STA-
BENOW); and 

The Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR). 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms announced the Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Excellency Roble 
Olhaye, Ambassador from the Republic 
of Djibouti. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved 
for him. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms announced the Chief Justice of 
the United States and the Associate 
Justices of the Supreme Court. 

The Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives and took 
the seats reserved for them in front of 
the Speaker’s rostrum. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms announced the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States. 

The members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 9 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m., the 
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Paul 
D. Irving, announced the President of 
the United States. 

The President of the United States, 
escorted by the committee of Senators 
and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you the 
President of the United States. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 

Vice President, Members of Congress, 
my fellow Americans: 

We are 15 years into this new cen-
tury—15 years that dawned with terror 
touching our shores, that unfolded 
with a new generation fighting two 
long and costly wars, that saw a vi-
cious recession spread across our Na-
tion and the world. It has been, and 
still is, a hard time for many. 

But, tonight, we turn the page. 
Tonight, after a breakthrough year 

for America, our economy is growing 
and creating jobs at the fastest pace 
since 1999. Our unemployment rate is 
now lower than it was before the finan-
cial crisis. More of our kids are grad-
uating than ever before. More of our 
people are insured than ever before. 
And we are as free from the grip of for-
eign oil as we have been in almost 30 
years. 
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Tonight, for the first time since 9/11, 

our combat mission in Afghanistan is 
over. Six years ago, nearly 180,000 
American troops served in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Today, fewer than 15,000 re-
main. 

And we salute the courage and sac-
rifice of every man and woman in this 
9/11 generation who has served to keep 
us safe. We are humbled and grateful 
for your service. 

America, for all that we have en-
dured, for all the grit and hard work 
required to come back, for all the tasks 
that lie ahead, know this: the shadow 
of crisis has passed, and the state of 
the Union is strong. 

At this moment, with a growing 
economy, shrinking deficits, bustling 
industry, and booming energy produc-
tion, we have risen from recession freer 
to write our own future than any other 
nation on Earth. It is now up to us to 
choose who we want to be over the next 
15 years and for decades to come. 

Will we accept an economy where 
only a few of us do spectacularly well, 
or will we commit ourselves to an 
economy that generates rising incomes 
and chances for everyone who makes 
the effort? 

Will we approach the world fearful 
and reactive, dragged into costly con-
flicts that strain our military and set 
back our standing, or will we lead wise-
ly, using all elements of our power to 
defeat new threats and protect our 
planet? 

Will we allow ourselves to be sorted 
into factions and turned against one 
another, or will we recapture the sense 
of common purpose that has always 
propelled America forward? 

In 2 weeks, I will send this Congress 
a budget filled with ideas that are prac-
tical, not partisan; and in the months 
ahead, I will crisscross the country, 
making a case for those ideas. So, to-
night, I want to focus less on a check-
list of proposals and focus more on the 
values at stake in the choices before 
us. 

It begins with our economy. 
Seven years ago, Rebekah and Ben 

Erler of Minneapolis were newlyweds. 
She waited tables. He worked construc-
tion. Their first child, Jack, was on the 
way. They were young and in love in 
America, and it doesn’t get much bet-
ter than that. 

‘‘If only we had known,’’ Rebekah 
wrote to me last spring, ‘‘what was 
about to happen to the housing and 
construction market.’’ 

As the crisis worsened, Ben’s busi-
ness dried up, so he took what jobs he 
could find even if they kept him on the 
road for long stretches of time. Re-
bekah took out student loans, enrolled 
in community college, and retrained 
for a new career. They sacrificed for 
each other, and, slowly, it paid off. 
They bought their first home. They 
had a second son, Henry. Rebekah got a 
better job and then a raise. Ben is back 
in construction and home for dinner 
every night. 

‘‘It is amazing,’’ Rebekah wrote, 
‘‘what you can bounce back from when 

you have to . . . we are a strong, tight- 
knit family who has made it through 
some very, very hard times.’’ 

We are a strong, tight-knit family 
who has made it through some very, 
very hard times. 

America, Rebekah and Ben’s story is 
our story. They represent the millions 
who have worked hard and scrimped 
and sacrificed and retooled. You are 
the reason that I ran for this office. 
You are the people I was thinking of 6 
years ago today, in the darkest months 
of the crisis, when I stood on the steps 
of this Capitol and promised we would 
rebuild our economy on a new founda-
tion; and it has been your resilience— 
your effort—that has made it possible 
for our country to emerge stronger. 

We believed we could reverse the tide 
of outsourcing and draw new jobs to 
our shores, and over the past 5 years, 
our businesses have created more than 
11 million new jobs. 

We believed we could reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil and protect our 
planet, and, today, America is number 
one in oil and gas. America is number 
one in wind power. Every 3 weeks, we 
bring online as much solar power as we 
did in all of 2008. And thanks to lower 
gas prices and higher fuel standards, 
the typical family this year should 
save about $750 at the pump. 

We believed we could prepare our 
kids for a more competitive world, and, 
today, our younger students have 
earned the highest math and reading 
scores on record. Our high school grad-
uation rate has hit an all-time high, 
and more Americans finish college 
than ever before. 

We believed that sensible regulations 
could prevent another crisis, shield 
families from ruin, and encourage fair 
competition. Today, we have new tools 
to stop taxpayer-funded bailouts and a 
new consumer watchdog to protect us 
from predatory lending and abusive 
credit card practices, and in the past 
year alone, about 10 million uninsured 
Americans finally gained the security 
of health coverage. 

At every step, we were told our goals 
were misguided or too ambitious, that 
we would crush jobs and explode defi-
cits. Instead, we have seen the fastest 
economic growth in over a decade, our 
deficits cut by two-thirds, a stock mar-
ket that has doubled, and health care 
inflation at its lowest rate in 50 years. 
This is good news, people. 

So the verdict is clear. Middle class 
economics works, expanding oppor-
tunity works, and these policies will 
continue to work, as long as politics 
don’t get in the way. We can’t slow 
down businesses or put our economy at 
risk with government shutdowns or fis-
cal showdowns. 

We can’t put the security of families 
at risk by taking away their health in-
surance or unraveling the new rules on 
Wall Street or refighting past battles 
on immigration when we have got to 
fix a broken system. And if a bill comes 
to my desk that tries to do any of these 
things, I will veto it. It will earn my 
veto. 

Today, thanks to a growing economy, 
the recovery is touching more and 
more lives. Wages are finally starting 
to rise again. We know that more small 
business owners plan to raise their em-
ployees’ pay than at any time since 
2007. 

But here is the thing. Those of us 
here tonight, we need to set our sights 
higher than just making sure govern-
ment doesn’t screw things up and halt 
the progress we are making. We need to 
do more than just do no harm. Tonight, 
together, let’s do more to restore the 
link between hard work and growing 
opportunity for every American be-
cause families like Rebekah’s still need 
our help. 

She and Ben are working as hard as 
ever but have to forego vacations and a 
new car so that they can pay off stu-
dent loans and save for retirement. Fri-
day-night pizza, that is a big splurge. 

Basic childcare for Jack and Henry 
costs more than their mortgage and al-
most as much as a year at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Like millions of 
hardworking Americans, Rebekah isn’t 
asking for a handout, but she is asking 
that we look for more ways to help 
families get ahead. 

In fact, at every moment of economic 
change throughout our history, this 
country has taken bold action to adapt 
to new circumstances and to make sure 
everyone gets a fair shot. We set up 
worker protections, Social Security, 
Medicare, and Medicaid to protect our-
selves from the harshest adversity. We 
gave our citizens schools and colleges, 
infrastructure and the Internet—tools 
they needed to go as far as their efforts 
and their dreams will take them. 

That is what middle class economics 
is: the idea that this country does best 
when everyone gets their fair shot, ev-
eryone does their fair share, and every-
one plays by the same set of rules. We 
don’t just want everyone to share in 
America’s success; we want everyone 
to contribute to our success. 

So what does middle class economics 
require in our time? 

First, middle class economics means 
helping working families feel more se-
cure in a world of constant change. 
That means helping folks afford 
childcare, college, health care, a home, 
retirement; and my budget will address 
each of these issues, lowering the taxes 
of working families and putting thou-
sands of dollars back into their pockets 
each year. 

Here is one example. During World 
War II, when men like my grandfather 
went off to war, having women like my 
grandmother in the workforce was a 
national security priority, so this 
country provided universal childcare. 

In today’s economy, when having 
both parents in the workforce is an 
economic necessity for many families, 
we need affordable, high-quality 
childcare more than ever. It is not a 
nice-to-have; it is a must-have. 

It is time we stop treating childcare 
as a side issue or a women’s issue and 
treat it like the national economic pri-
ority that it is for all of us, and that is 
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why my plan will make quality 
childcare more available and more af-
fordable for every middle class and 
low-income family with young children 
in America—by creating more slots and 
a new tax cut of up to $3,000 per child, 
per year. 

Here is another example. Today, we 
are the only advanced country on 
Earth that doesn’t guarantee paid sick 
leave or paid maternity leave to our 
workers. Forty-three million workers 
have no paid sick leave. Forty-three 
million. Think about that. And that 
forces too many parents to make the 
gut-wrenching choice between a pay-
check and a sick kid at home. So I will 
be taking new action to help States 
adopt paid leave laws of their own. 

And since paid sick leave won where 
it was on the ballot last November, 
let’s put it to a vote right here in 
Washington. Send me a bill that gives 
every worker in America the oppor-
tunity to earn 7 days of paid sick leave. 
It is the right thing to do. 

Of course, nothing helps families 
make ends meet like higher wages. 
That is why this Congress still needs to 
pass a law that makes sure a woman is 
paid the same as a man for doing the 
same work. Really. It is 2015. It is time. 

We still need to make sure employees 
get the overtime they have earned. And 
to everyone in this Congress who still 
refuses to raise the minimum wage, I 
say this: If you truly believe you could 
work full time and support a family on 
less than $15,000 a year, try it. If not, 
vote to give millions of the hardest- 
working people in America a raise. 

Now, these ideas won’t make every-
body rich, won’t relieve every hardship. 
That is not the job of government. To 
give working families a fair shot, we 
still need more employers to see be-
yond next quarter’s earnings and rec-
ognize that investing in their work-
force is in their company’s long-term 
interest. We still need laws that 
strengthen, rather than weaken, unions 
and give American workers a voice. 

But, you know, things like child care 
and sick leave and equal pay, things 
like lower mortgage premiums and a 
higher minimum wage, these ideas will 
make a meaningful difference in the 
lives of millions of families. That is a 
fact. And that is what all of us, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike, were sent 
here to do. 

Now, second, to make sure folks keep 
earning higher wages down the road, 
we have to do more to help Americans 
upgrade their skills. 

America thrived in the 20th century 
because we made high school free, sent 
a generation of GIs to college, trained 
the best workforce in the world. We 
were ahead of the curve. But other 
countries caught on, and in a 21st cen-
tury economy that rewards knowledge 
like never before, we need to up our 
game. We need to do more. 

By the end of this decade, two in 
three job openings will require some 
higher education, two in three. And 
yet, we still live in a country where too 

many bright, striving Americans are 
priced out of the education they need. 
It is not fair to them, and it is sure not 
smart for our future. 

That is why I am sending this Con-
gress a bold new plan to lower the cost 
of community college to zero. 

Keep in mind, 40 percent of our col-
lege students choose community col-
lege. Some are young and starting out. 
Some are older and looking for a better 
job. Some are veterans and single par-
ents trying to transition back into the 
job market. Whoever you are, this plan 
is your chance to graduate ready for 
the new economy without a load of 
debt. 

Understand, you have got to earn it. 
You have got to keep your grades up 
and graduate on time. Tennessee, a 
State with Republican leadership, and 
Chicago, a city with Democratic lead-
ership, are showing that free commu-
nity college is possible. I want to 
spread that idea all across America, 
that 2 years of college becomes as free 
and universal in America as high 
school is today. 

Let’s stay ahead of the curve. And I 
want to work with this Congress to 
make sure those already burdened with 
student loans can reduce their monthly 
payments so that student debt doesn’t 
derail anyone’s dreams. 

Thanks to Vice President BIDEN’s 
great work to update our job training 
system, we are connecting community 
colleges with local employers to train 
workers to fill high-paying jobs like 
coding and nursing and robotics. To-
night I am also asking more businesses 
to follow the lead of companies like 
CVS and UPS and offer more edu-
cational benefits and paid apprentice-
ships, opportunities that give workers 
the chance to earn higher-paying jobs 
even if they don’t have a higher edu-
cation. 

And as a new generation of veterans 
comes home, we owe them every oppor-
tunity to live the American Dream 
they helped defend. 

Already, we have made strides to-
wards ensuring that every veteran has 
access to the highest-quality care. We 
are slashing the backlog that had too 
many veterans waiting years to get the 
benefits they need, and we are making 
it easier for vets to translate their 
training and experience into civilian 
jobs. And Joining Forces, the national 
campaign launched by Michelle and 
Jill Biden—thank you, Michelle; thank 
you, Jill—has helped nearly 700,000 vet-
erans and military spouses get a new 
job. 

So to every CEO in America, let me 
repeat: If you want somebody who is 
going to get the job done and done 
right, hire a veteran. 

Finally, as we better train our work-
ers, we need the new economy to keep 
churning out high-wage jobs for our 
workers to fill. 

Since 2010, America has put more 
people back to work than Europe, 
Japan, and all advanced economies 
combined. Our manufacturers have 

added almost 800,000 new jobs. Some of 
our bedrock sectors, like our auto in-
dustry, are booming. But there are also 
millions of Americans who work jobs 
that didn’t even exist 10 or 20 years 
ago, jobs at companies like Google and 
eBay and Tesla. 

So no one knows for certain which 
industries will generate the jobs of the 
future. But we do know we want them 
here in America. We know that. And 
that is why the third part of middle 
class economics is all about building 
the most competitive economy any-
where, the place where businesses want 
to locate and hire. 

Twenty-first century businesses need 
21st century infrastructure, modern 
ports and stronger bridges, faster 
trains and the fastest Internet. Demo-
crats and Republicans used to agree on 
this. So let’s set our sights higher than 
a single oil pipeline. Let’s pass a bipar-
tisan infrastructure plan that could 
create more than 30 times as many jobs 
per year and make this country strong-
er for decades to come. Let’s do it. 
Let’s get it done. Let’s get it done. 

Twenty-first century businesses, in-
cluding small businesses, need to sell 
more American products overseas. 
Today, our businesses export more 
than ever, and exporters tend to pay 
their workers higher wages. But as we 
speak, China wants to write the rules 
for the world’s fastest-growing region. 
That would put our workers and our 
businesses at a disadvantage. Why 
would we let that happen? 

We should write those rules. We 
should level the playing field. That is 
why I am asking both parties to give 
me trade promotion authority to pro-
tect American workers with strong 
new trade deals from Asia to Europe 
that aren’t just free but are also fair. It 
is the right thing to do. 

Look, I am the first one to admit 
that past trade deals haven’t always 
lived up to the hype, and that is why 
we have gone after countries that 
break the rules at our expense. But 95 
percent of the world’s customers live 
outside our borders. We can’t close our-
selves off from those opportunities. 
More than half of manufacturing ex-
ecutives have said they are actively 
looking to bring jobs back from China. 
Let’s give them one more reason to get 
it done. 

Twenty-first century businesses will 
rely on American science and tech-
nology, research and development. I 
want the country that eliminated polio 
and mapped the human genome to lead 
a new era of medicine, one that deliv-
ers the right treatment at the right 
time. In some patients with cystic fi-
brosis, this approach has reversed a 
disease once thought unstoppable. So 
tonight, I am launching a new Preci-
sion Medicine Initiative to bring us 
closer to curing diseases like cancer 
and diabetes, and to give all of us ac-
cess to the personalized information we 
need to keep ourselves and our families 
healthier. We can do this. 

I intend to protect a free and open 
Internet, extend its reach to every 
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classroom and every community, and 
help folks build the fastest networks so 
that the next generation of digital 
innovators and entrepreneurs have the 
platform to keep reshaping our world. 

I want Americans to win the race for 
the kinds of discoveries that unleash 
new jobs: converting sunlight into liq-
uid fuel; creating revolutionary pros-
thetics so that a veteran who gave his 
arms for his country can play catch 
with his kids again; pushing out into 
the solar system not just to visit, but 
to stay. 

Now, last month, we launched a new 
spacecraft as part of a reenergized 
space program that will send American 
astronauts to Mars; and in 2 months, to 
prepare us for those missions, Scott 
Kelly will begin a year-long stay in 
space. 

So good luck, Captain. Make sure to 
Instagram it. We are proud of you. 

Now, the truth is, when it comes to 
issues like infrastructure and basic re-
search, I know there is bipartisan sup-
port in this Chamber. Members of both 
parties have told me so. Where we too 
often run onto the rocks is how to pay 
for these investments. 

As Americans, we don’t mind paying 
our fair share of taxes as long as every-
body else does too. But for far too long, 
lobbyists have rigged the Tax Code 
with loopholes that let some corpora-
tions pay nothing while others pay full 
freight. They have riddled it with give-
aways that the superrich don’t need 
while denying a break to middle class 
families who do. 

This year, we have an opportunity to 
change that. Let’s close loopholes so 
we stop rewarding companies that keep 
profits abroad and reward those that 
invest here in America. Let’s use those 
savings to rebuild our infrastructure 
and to make it more attractive for 
companies to bring jobs home. Let’s 
simplify the system and let a small 
business owner file based on her actual 
bank statement instead of the number 
of accountants she can afford. And let’s 
close the loopholes that lead to in-
equality, by allowing the top 1 percent 
to avoid paying taxes on their accumu-
lated wealth. We can use that money to 
help more families pay for child care 
and send their kids to college. 

We need a Tax Code that truly helps 
working Americans try to get a leg up 
in the new economy. And we can 
achieve that together. We can achieve 
it together. 

Helping hardworking families make 
ends meet, giving them the tools they 
need for good-paying jobs in this new 
economy, and maintaining the condi-
tions of growth and competitiveness, 
this is where America needs to go. I be-
lieve it is where the American people 
want to go. It will make our economy 
stronger a year from now, 15 years 
from now, and deep into the century 
ahead. 

Of course, if there is one thing this 
new century has taught us, it is that 
we cannot separate our work here at 
home from challenges beyond our 
shores. 

My first duty as Commander in Chief 
is to defend the United States of Amer-
ica. In doing so, the question is not 
whether America leads in the world, 
but how. When we make rash deci-
sions—reacting to the headlines in-
stead of using our heads—when the 
first response to a challenge is to send 
in our military, then we risk getting 
drawn into unnecessary conflicts and 
neglect the broader strategy we need 
for a safer, more prosperous world. 
That is what our enemies want us to 
do. 

I believe in a smarter kind of Amer-
ican leadership. We lead best when we 
combine military power with strong di-
plomacy, when we leverage our power 
with coalition building, when we don’t 
let our fears blind us to the opportuni-
ties that this new century presents. 
That is exactly what we are doing right 
now, and around the globe, it is mak-
ing a difference. 

First, we stand united with people 
around the world who have been tar-
geted by terrorists, from a school in 
Pakistan to the streets of Paris. We 
will continue to hunt down terrorists 
and dismantle their networks; and we 
reserve the right to act unilaterally, as 
we have done relentlessly since I took 
office, to take out terrorists who pose 
a direct threat to us and our allies. 

At the same time, we have learned 
some costly lessons over the last 13 
years. 

Instead of Americans patrolling the 
valleys of Afghanistan, we have trained 
their security forces, who have now 
taken the lead; and we have honored 
our troops’ sacrifice by supporting that 
country’s first democratic transition. 

Instead of sending large ground 
forces overseas, we are partnering with 
nations from south Asia to north Afri-
ca to deny safe haven to terrorists who 
threaten America. In Iraq and Syria, 
American leadership, including our 
military power, is stopping ISIL’s ad-
vance. 

Instead of getting dragged into an-
other ground war in the Middle East, 
we are leading a broad coalition, in-
cluding Arab nations, to degrade and 
ultimately destroy this terrorist group. 
We are also supporting a moderate op-
position in Syria that can help us in 
this effort and are assisting people ev-
erywhere who stand up to the bankrupt 
ideology of violent extremism. 

Now, this effort will take time. It 
will require focus. But we will succeed. 
And tonight, I call on this Congress to 
show the world that we are united in 
this mission by passing a resolution to 
authorize the use of force against ISIL. 
We need that authority. 

Second, we are demonstrating the 
power of American strength and diplo-
macy. We are upholding the principle 
that bigger nations can’t bully the 
small, by opposing Russian aggression 
and supporting Ukraine’s democracy 
and reassuring our NATO allies. 

Last year, as we were doing the hard 
work of imposing sanctions, along with 
our allies, as we were reinforcing our 

presence with the frontline States, Mr. 
Putin’s aggression, it was suggested, 
was a masterful display of strategy and 
strength. That is what I heard from 
some folks. Well, today it is America 
that stands strong and united with our 
allies, while Russia is isolated with its 
economy in tatters. 

That is how America leads—not with 
bluster but with persistent, steady re-
solve. 

In Cuba, we are ending a policy that 
was long past its expiration date. When 
what you are doing doesn’t work for 50 
years, it is time to try something new. 
Our shift in Cuba policy has the poten-
tial to end a legacy of mistrust in our 
hemisphere. It removes a phony excuse 
for restrictions in Cuba, stands up for 
democratic values, and extends the 
hand of friendship to the Cuban people. 

And this year, Congress should begin 
the work of ending the embargo. As His 
Holiness, Pope Francis, has said, diplo-
macy is the work of ‘‘small steps.’’ 
These small steps have added up to new 
hope for the future in Cuba. 

And after years in prison, we are 
overjoyed that Alan Gross is back 
home where he belongs. 

Welcome home, Alan. We are glad 
you are here. 

Our diplomacy is at work with re-
spect to Iran where, for the first time 
in a decade, we have halted the 
progress of its nuclear program and re-
duced its stockpile of nuclear material. 
Between now and this spring, we have a 
chance to negotiate a comprehensive 
agreement that prevents a nuclear- 
armed Iran, secures America and our 
allies—including Israel—while avoiding 
yet another Middle East conflict 

There are no guarantees that nego-
tiations will succeed, and I keep all op-
tions on the table to prevent a nuclear 
Iran. But new sanctions passed by this 
Congress at this moment in time will 
all but guarantee that diplomacy 
fails—alienating America from its al-
lies, making it harder to maintain 
sanctions, and ensuring that Iran 
starts up its nuclear program again. 

It doesn’t make sense, and that is 
why I will veto any new sanctions bill 
that threatens to undo this progress. 
The American people expect us to only 
go to war as a last resort, and I intend 
to stay true to that wisdom. 

Third, we are looking beyond the 
issues that have consumed us in the 
past to shape the coming century. No 
foreign nation and no hacker should be 
able to shut down our networks, steal 
our trade secrets, or invade the privacy 
of American families, especially our 
kids. So we are making sure our gov-
ernment integrates intelligence to 
combat cyber threats, just as we have 
done to combat terrorism. 

Tonight, I urge this Congress to fi-
nally pass the legislation we need to 
better meet the evolving threat of 
cyber attacks, combat identity theft, 
and protect our children’s information. 
That should be a bipartisan effort. 

If we don’t act, we will leave our Na-
tion and our economy vulnerable. If we 
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do, we can continue to protect the 
technologies that have unleashed un-
told opportunities for people around 
the globe. 

In west Africa, our troops, our sci-
entists, our doctors, our nurses, and 
our health care workers are rolling 
back Ebola, saving countless lives and 
stopping the spread of disease. I could 
not be prouder of them, and I thank 
this Congress for your bipartisan sup-
port of their efforts. 

But the job is not yet done, and the 
world needs to use this lesson to build 
a more effective global effort to pre-
vent the spread of future pandemics, 
invest in smart development, and 
eradicate extreme poverty. 

In the Asia Pacific, we are modern-
izing alliances while making sure that 
other nations play by the rules in how 
they trade, how they resolve maritime 
disputes, and how they participate in 
meeting common international chal-
lenges like nonproliferation and dis-
aster relief; and no challenge poses a 
greater threat to future generations 
than climate change. 

2014 was the planet’s warmest year on 
record. Now, 1 year doesn’t make a 
trend, but this does: 14 of the 15 warm-
est years on record have all fallen in 
the first 15 years of this century. 

I have heard some folks try to dodge 
the evidence by saying they are not 
scientists and that we don’t have 
enough information to act. Well, I am 
not a scientist either, but you know 
what, I know a lot of really good sci-
entists at NASA, at NOAA, and at our 
major universities. 

The best scientists in the world are 
all telling us that our activities are 
changing the climate, and if we don’t 
act forcefully, we will continue to see 
rising oceans; longer, hotter heat 
waves; dangerous droughts and floods; 
and massive disruptions that can trig-
ger greater migration, conflict, and 
hunger around the globe. 

The Pentagon says that climate 
change poses immediate risks to our 
national security. We should act like 
it. That is why, over the past 6 years, 
we have done more than ever to com-
bat climate change, from the way we 
produce energy to the way we use it; 
that is why we have set aside more 
public lands and waters than any ad-
ministration in history; and that is 
why I will not let this Congress endan-
ger the health of our children by turn-
ing back the clock on our efforts. 

I am determined to make sure that 
American leadership drives inter-
national action. In Beijing, we made an 
historic announcement. The United 
States will double the pace at which we 
cut carbon pollution, and China com-
mitted for the first time to limiting 
their emissions. 

Because the world’s two largest 
economies came together, other na-
tions are now stepping up and offering 
hope that, this year, the world will fi-
nally reach an agreement to protect 
the one planet we have got. 

There is one last pillar of our leader-
ship, and that is the example of our 

values. As Americans, we respect 
human dignity even when we are 
threatened, which is why I have prohib-
ited torture and worked to make sure 
our use of new technology, like drones, 
is properly constrained. 

It is why we speak out against the 
deplorable anti-Semitism that has re-
surfaced in certain parts of the world. 
It is why we continue to reject offen-
sive stereotypes of Muslims, the vast 
majority of whom share our commit-
ment to peace. 

That is why we defend free speech; 
advocate for political prisoners; and 
condemn the persecution of women or 
religious minorities or people who are 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. 
We do these things not only because 
they are the right thing to do, but be-
cause, ultimately, they will make us 
safer. 

As Americans, we have a profound 
commitment to justice, so it makes no 
sense to spend $3 million per prisoner 
to keep open a prison that the world 
condemns and terrorists use to recruit. 
Since I have been President, we have 
worked responsibly to cut the popu-
lation of GTMO in half. Now, it is time 
to finish the job, and I will not relent 
in my determination to shut it down. 
It is not who we are. It is time to close 
GTMO. 

As Americans, we cherish our civil 
liberties, and we need to uphold that 
commitment if we want maximum co-
operation from other countries and in-
dustry in our fight against terrorist 
networks. So while some have moved 
on from the debates over our surveil-
lance programs, I have not. 

As promised, our intelligence agen-
cies have worked hard with the rec-
ommendations of privacy advocates to 
increase transparency and build more 
safeguards against potential abuse. 
Next month, we will issue a report on 
how we are keeping our promise to 
keep our country safe while strength-
ening privacy. 

Looking to the future instead of the 
past, making sure we match our power 
with diplomacy and use force wisely, 
building coalitions to meet new chal-
lenges and opportunities, and leading 
always with the example of our values, 
that is what makes us exceptional. 
That is what keeps us strong. That is 
why we have to keep striving to hold 
ourselves to the highest of standards: 
our own. 

Just over a decade ago, I gave a 
speech in Boston where I said that 
there wasn’t a liberal America or a 
conservative America, or a Black 
America or a White America, but a 
United States of America. 

I said this because I had seen it in my 
own life in a nation that gave someone 
like me a chance; because I grew up in 
Hawaii, a melting pot of races and cus-
toms; because I made Illinois my home, 
a State of small towns, rich farmlands, 
and one of the world’s great cities, a 
microcosm of the country where Demo-
crats, Republicans, and Independents— 
good people of every ethnicity and 

every faith—share certain bedrock val-
ues. 

Over the past 6 years the pundits 
have pointed out more than once that 
my Presidency hasn’t delivered on this 
vision. How ironic, they say, that our 
politics seem more divided than ever. 
It is held up as proof not just of my 
own flaws—of which there are many— 
but also as proof that the vision itself 
is misguided, naive; that there are too 
many people in this town who actually 
benefit from partisanship and gridlock 
for us to ever do anything about it. 

I know how tempting such cynicism 
may be, but I still think the cynics are 
wrong. 

I still believe that we are one people. 
I still believe that together we can do 
great things, even when the odds are 
long. I believe this because over and 
over, in my 6 years in office, I have 
seen America at its best. I have seen 
the hopeful faces of young graduates 
from New York to California and our 
newest officers at West Point, Annap-
olis, Colorado Springs, and New Lon-
don. I have mourned with grieving fam-
ilies in Tucson and Newtown; in Bos-
ton; in West, Texas; and West Virginia. 

I have watched Americans beat back 
adversity from the gulf coast to the 
Great Plains, from Midwest assembly 
lines to the Mid-Atlantic seaboard. I 
have seen something like gay marriage 
go from a wedge issue used to drive us 
apart to a story of freedom across our 
country, a civil right now legal in 
States that seven in 10 Americans call 
home. 

So I know the good and optimistic 
and big-hearted generosity of the 
American people, who every day live 
the idea that we are our brother’s 
keeper and our sister’s keeper, and I 
know they expect those of us who serve 
here to set a better example. 

So the question for those of us here 
tonight is how we—all of us—can bet-
ter reflect America’s hopes. 

I have served in Congress with many 
of you. I know many of you well. There 
are a lot of good people here, on both 
sides of the aisle. And many of you 
have told me that this isn’t what you 
signed up for—arguing past each other 
on cable shows, the constant fund-
raising, always looking over your 
shoulder at how the base will react to 
every decision. 

Imagine if we broke out of these tired 
old patterns. Imagine if we did some-
thing different. 

Understand—a better politics isn’t 
one where Democrats abandon their 
agenda or Republicans simply embrace 
mine. 

A better politics is one where we ap-
peal to each other’s basic decency in-
stead of our basest fears. A better poli-
tics is one where we debate without de-
monizing each other, where we talk 
issues and values and principles and 
facts rather than gotcha moments or 
trivial gaffes or fake controversies that 
have nothing to do with people’s daily 
lives. 

A better politics is one where we 
spend less time drowning in dark 
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money for ads that pull us into the 
gutter and spend more time lifting 
young people up with a sense of pur-
pose and possibility, asking them to 
join in the great mission of building 
America. If we are going to have argu-
ments, let’s have arguments, but let’s 
make them debates worthy of this body 
and worthy of this country. 

We still may not agree on a woman’s 
right to choose, but surely we can 
agree it is a good thing that teen preg-
nancies and abortions are nearing all- 
time lows and that every woman 
should have access to the health care 
that she needs. 

Yes, passions still fly on immigra-
tion, but surely we can all see some-
thing of ourselves in the striving young 
student and agree that no one benefits 
when a hardworking mom is snatched 
from her child, and that it is possible 
to shape a law that upholds our tradi-
tion as a nation of laws and a nation of 
immigrants. I have talked to Repub-
licans and Democrats about that. That 
is something that we can share. 

We may go at it in campaign season, 
but surely we can agree that the right 
to vote is sacred, that it is being denied 
to too many, and that on this 50th an-
niversary of the great march from 
Selma to Montgomery and the passage 
of the Voting Rights Act, we can come 
together, Democrats and Republicans, 
to make voting easier for every single 
American. 

We may have different takes on the 
events of Ferguson and New York, but 
surely we can understand a father who 
fears his son can’t walk home without 
being harassed, and surely we can un-
derstand the wife who won’t rest until 
the police officer she married walks 
through the front door at the end of his 
shift, and surely we can agree that it is 
a good thing that for the first time in 
40 years the crime rate and the incar-
ceration rate have come down to-
gether, and use that as a starting point 
for Democrats and Republicans, com-
munity leaders and law enforcement, 
to reform America’s criminal justice 
system so that it protects and serves 
all of us. 

That is a better politics. That is how 
we start rebuilding trust. That is how 
we move this country forward. That is 
what the American people want. That 
is what they deserve. 

I have no more campaigns to run. I 
know, because I won both of them. 

My only agenda for the next 2 years 
is the same as the one I have had since 
the day I swore an oath on the steps of 
this Capitol—to do what I believe is 
best for America. 

If you share the broad vision I out-
lined tonight, I ask you to join me in 
the work at hand. If you disagree with 
parts of it, I hope you will at least 
work with me where you do agree. And 
I commit to every Republican here to-
night that I will not only seek out your 
ideas, I will seek to work with you to 
make this country stronger. 

Because I want this Chamber, I want 
this city to reflect the truth—that for 

all our blind spots and shortcomings, 
we are a people with the strength and 
generosity of spirit to bridge divides, 
to unite in common effort, and to help 
our neighbors, whether down the street 
or on the other side of the world. 

I want our actions to tell every child, 
in every neighborhood: Your life mat-
ters, and we are committed to improv-
ing your life chances, as committed as 
we are to working on behalf of our own 
kids. 

I want future generations to know 
that we are a people who see our dif-
ferences as a great gift, that we are a 
people who value the dignity and worth 
of every citizen—man and woman, 
young and old, Black and White, 
Latino, Asian, immigrant, Native 
American, gay, straight, Americans 
with mental illness or physical dis-
ability. Everybody matters. I want 
them to grow up in a country that 
shows the world what we still know to 
be true: that we are still more than a 
collection of red states and blue states; 
that we are the United States of Amer-
ica. 

I want them to grow up in a country 
where a young mom can sit down and 
write a letter to her President with a 
story that sums up these past 6 years: 
‘‘It is amazing what you can bounce 
back from when you have to . . . we 
are a strong, tight-knit family who has 
made it through some very, very hard 
times.’’ 

My fellow Americans, we, too, are a 
strong, tight-knit family. We, too, have 
made it through some hard times. Fif-
teen years into this new century, we 
have picked ourselves up, dusted our-
selves off, and begun again the work of 
remaking America. We have laid a new 
foundation. A brighter future is ours to 
write. Let’s begin this new chapter—to-
gether—and let’s start the work right 
now. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God 
bless this country we love. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 10 o’clock and 20 minutes p.m., 

the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort, 
retired from the Hall of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms escorted the invited guests from 
the Chamber in the following order: 

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court; the Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares 
the joint session of the two Houses now 
dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 21 
minutes p.m., the joint session of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE 
STATE OF THE UNION 
Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the message of the President be 

referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union and or-
dered printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE 
RULES 

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND 
COMMERCE FOR THE 114TH CONGRESS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 

Washington, DC, January 19, 2015. 
Hon. KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MS. HAAS: Pursuant to clause 2(a)(2) 
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I present the Rules of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce for the 
114th Congress for publication in the Con-
gressional Record. 

Sincerely, 
FRED UPTON, 

Chairman. 
Attachment. 

(Adopted January 14, 2015) 
RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(a) Rules of the Committee. The Rules of 
the House are the rules of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce (the ‘‘Committee’’) 
and its subcommittees so far as is applicable. 

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the 
Committee and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the Committee and to its 
rules so far as is applicable. Written rules 
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent 
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding 
on each subcommittee of the Committee. 

RULE 2. MEETINGS 
(a) Regular Meeting Days. The Committee 

shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 10 a.m., for the consideration of 
bills, resolutions, and other business, if the 
House is in session on that day. If the House 
is not in session on that day and the Com-
mittee has not met during such month, the 
Committee shall meet at the earliest prac-
ticable opportunity when the House is again 
in session. The chairman of the Committee 
may, at his discretion, cancel, delay, or defer 
any meeting required under this section, 
after consultation with the ranking minority 
member. 

(b) Additional Meetings. The chairman 
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or 
resolution pending before the Committee or 
for the conduct of other Committee business. 
The Committee shall meet for such purposes 
pursuant to that call of the chairman. 

(c) Notice. The date, time, place, and sub-
ject matter of any meeting of the Committee 
scheduled on a Tuesday, Wednesday, or 
Thursday when the House will be in session 
shall be announced at least 36 hours (exclu-
sive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holi-
days except when the House is in session on 
such days) in advance of the commencement 
of such meeting. The date, time, place, and 
subject matter of other meetings when the 
House is in session shall be announced to 
allow Members to have at least three days 
notice (exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and 
legal holidays except when the House is in 
session on such days) of such meeting. The 
date, time, place, and subject matter of all 
other meetings shall be announced at least 
72 hours in advance of the commencement of 
such meeting. 

(d) Agenda. The agenda for each Com-
mittee meeting, setting out all items of busi-
ness to be considered, shall be provided to 
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each member of the Committee at least 36 
hours in advance of such meeting. 

(e) Availability of Texts. No bill, rec-
ommendation, or other matter shall be con-
sidered by the Committee unless the text of 
the matter, together with an explanation, 
has been available to members of the Com-
mittee for three days (or 24 hours in the case 
of a substitute for introduced legislation). 
Such explanation shall include a summary of 
the major provisions of the legislation, an 
explanation of the relationship of the matter 
to present law, and a summary of the need 
for the legislation. 

(f) Waiver. The requirements of sub-
sections (c), (d), and (e) may be waived by a 
majority of those present and voting (a ma-
jority being present) of the Committee or by 
the chairman with the concurrence of the 
ranking member, as the case may be. 

RULE 3. HEARINGS 
(a) Notice. The date, time, place, and sub-

ject matter of any hearing of the Committee 
shall be announced at least one week in ad-
vance of the commencement of such hearing, 
unless a determination is made in accord-
ance with clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House that there is good cause 
to begin the hearing sooner. 

(b) Memorandum. Each member of the 
Committee shall be provided, except in the 
case of unusual circumstances, with a memo-
randum at least 48 hours before each hearing 
explaining (1) the purpose of the hearing and 
(2) the names of any witnesses. 

(c) Witnesses. (1) Each witness who is to 
appear before the Committee shall file with 
the clerk of the Committee, at least two 
working days in advance of his or her ap-
pearance, sufficient copies, as determined by 
the chairman of the Committee of a written 
statement of his or her proposed testimony 
to provide to members and staff of the Com-
mittee, the news media, and the general pub-
lic. Each witness shall, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable, also provide a copy of such 
written testimony in an electronic format 
prescribed by the chairman. Each witness 
shall limit his or her oral presentation to a 
brief summary of the argument. The chair-
man of the Committee or the presiding mem-
ber may waive the requirements of this para-
graph or any part thereof. 

(2) To the greatest extent practicable, the 
written testimony of each witness appearing 
in a nongovernmental capacity shall include 
a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any 
federal grant or contract or foreign govern-
ment contracts and payments related to the 
subject matter of the hearing received dur-
ing the current calendar year or either of the 
two preceding calendar years by the witness 
or by an entity represented by the witness. 
The disclosure shall include (i) the amount 
and source of each Federal grant (or 
subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract 
thereof) related to the subject matter of the 
hearing; and (ii) the amount and country of 
origin of any payment or contract related to 
the subject matter of the hearing originating 
with a foreign government. 

(d) Questioning. (1) The right to interro-
gate the witnesses before the Committee 
shall alternate between majority and minor-
ity members. Each member shall be limited 
to 5 minutes in the interrogation of wit-
nesses until such time as each member who 
so desires has had an opportunity to question 
witnesses. No member shall be recognized for 
a second period of 5 minutes to interrogate a 
witness until each member of the Committee 
present has been recognized once for that 
purpose. The chairman shall recognize in 
order of appearance members who were not 
present when the meeting was called to order 
after all members who were present when the 
meeting was called to order have been recog-

nized in the order of seniority on the Com-
mittee. 

(2) The chairman, with the concurrence of 
the ranking minority member, or the Com-
mittee by motion, may permit an equal num-
ber of majority and minority members to 
question a witness for a specified, total pe-
riod that is equal for each side and not 
longer than thirty minutes for each side. The 
chairman with the concurrence of the rank-
ing minority member, or the Committee by 
motion, may also permit committee staff of 
the majority and minority to question a wit-
ness for a specified, total period that is equal 
for each side and not longer than thirty min-
utes for each side. 

(3) Each member may submit to the chair-
man of the Committee additional questions 
for the record, to be answered by the wit-
nesses who have appeared. Each member 
shall provide a copy of the questions in an 
electronic format to the clerk of the Com-
mittee no later than ten business days fol-
lowing a hearing. The chairman shall trans-
mit all questions received from members of 
the Committee to the appropriate witness 
and include the transmittal letter and the 
responses from the witnesses in the hearing 
record. After consultation with the ranking 
minority member, the chairman is author-
ized to close the hearing record no earlier 
than 120 days from the date the questions 
were transmitted to the appropriate witness. 

RULE 4. VICE CHAIRMEN; PRESIDING MEMBER 
The chairman shall designate a member of 

the majority party to serve as vice chairman 
of the Committee, and shall designate a ma-
jority member of each subcommittee to 
serve as vice chairman of each sub-
committee. The vice chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, as the case may be, 
shall preside at any meeting or hearing dur-
ing the temporary absence of the chairman. 
If the chairman and vice chairman of the 
Committee or subcommittee are not present 
at any meeting or hearing, the ranking 
member of the majority party who is present 
shall preside at the meeting or hearing. 

RULE 5. OPEN PROCEEDINGS 
Except as provided by the Rules of the 

House, each meeting and hearing of the Com-
mittee for the transaction of business, in-
cluding the markup of legislation, and each 
hearing, shall be open to the public, includ-
ing to radio, television, and still photog-
raphy coverage, consistent with the provi-
sions of Rule XI of the Rules of the House. 

RULE 6. QUORUM 
Testimony may be taken and evidence re-

ceived at any hearing at which there are 
present not fewer than two members of the 
Committee in question. A majority of the 
members of the Committee shall constitute 
a quorum for those actions for which the 
House Rules require a majority quorum. For 
the purposes of taking any other action, one- 
third of the members of the Committee shall 
constitute a quorum. 

RULE 7. OFFICIAL COMMITTEE RECORDS 
(a)(1) Journal. The proceedings of the Com-

mittee shall be recorded in a journal which 
shall, among other things, show those 
present at each meeting, and include a 
record of the vote on any question on which 
a record vote is demanded and a description 
of the amendment, motion, order, or other 
proposition voted. A copy of the journal 
shall be furnished to the ranking minority 
member. 

(2) Record Votes. A record vote may be de-
manded by one-fifth of the members present 
or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by 
any one member. No demand for a record 
vote shall be made or obtained except for the 
purpose of procuring a record vote or in the 
apparent absence of a quorum. The result of 

each record vote in any meeting of the Com-
mittee shall be made publicly available in 
electronic form on the Committee’s website 
and in the Committee office for inspection 
by the public, as provided in Rule XI, clause 
2(e) of the Rules of the House, within 24 
hours. Such result shall include a description 
of the amendment, motion, order, or other 
proposition, the name of each member voting 
for and each member voting against such 
amendment, motion, order, or proposition, 
and the names of those members of the com-
mittee present but not voting. The chair-
man, with the concurrence of the ranking 
minority member, may from time to time 
postpone record votes ordered on amend-
ments to be held at a time certain during the 
consideration of legislation. 

(b) Archived Records. The records of the 
Committee at the National Archives and 
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule 
VII of the Rules of the House. The chairman 
shall notify the ranking minority member of 
any decision, pursuant to clause 3 (b)(3) or 
clause 4 (b) of the Rule, to withhold a record 
otherwise available, and the matter shall be 
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of 
the Committee. The chairman shall consult 
with the ranking minority member on any 
communication from the Archivist of the 
United States or the Clerk of the House con-
cerning the disposition of noncurrent records 
pursuant to clause 3(b) of the Rule. 

RULE 8. SUBCOMMITTEES 
(a) Establishment. There shall be such 

standing subcommittees with such jurisdic-
tion and size as determined by the majority 
party caucus of the Committee. The jurisdic-
tion, number, and size of the subcommittees 
shall be determined by the majority party 
caucus prior to the start of the process for 
establishing subcommittee chairmanships 
and assignments. 

(b) Powers and Duties. Each subcommittee 
is authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive 
testimony, mark up legislation, and report 
to the Committee on all matters referred to 
it. Subcommittee chairmen shall set hearing 
and meeting dates only with the approval of 
the chairman of the Committee with a view 
toward assuring the availability of meeting 
rooms and avoiding simultaneous scheduling 
of Committee and subcommittee meetings or 
hearings whenever possible. 

(c) Ratio of Subcommittees. The majority 
caucus of the Committee shall determine an 
appropriate ratio of majority to minority 
party members for each subcommittee and 
the chairman shall negotiate that ratio with 
the minority party, provided that the ratio 
of party members on each subcommittee 
shall be no less favorable to the majority 
than that of the full Committee, nor shall 
such ratio provide for a majority of less than 
two majority members. 

(d) Selection of Subcommittee Members. 
Prior to any organizational meeting held by 
the Committee, the majority and minority 
caucuses shall select their respective mem-
bers of the standing subcommittees. 

(e) Ex Officio Members. The chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
shall be ex officio members with voting 
privileges of each subcommittee of which 
they are not assigned as members and may 
be counted for purposes of establishing a 
quorum in such subcommittees. 

RULE 9. OPENING STATEMENTS 
(a) Written Statements. All written open-

ing statements at hearings and business 
meetings conducted by the committee shall 
be made part of the permanent record. 

(b) Length. (1) At full committee hearings, 
the chairman and ranking minority member 
shall be limited to 5 minutes each for an 
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opening statement, and may designate an-
other member to give an opening statement 
of not more than 5 minutes. At sub-
committee hearings, the subcommittee 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the subcommittee shall be limited to 5 min-
utes each for an opening statement. In addi-
tion, the full committee chairman and rank-
ing minority member shall each be allocated 
5 minutes for an opening statement for 
themselves or their designees. 

(2) At any business meeting of the Com-
mittee, statements shall be limited to 5 min-
utes each for the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member (or their respective designee) 
of the Committee or subcommittee, as appli-
cable, and 3 minutes each for all other mem-
bers. The chairman may further limit open-
ing statements for Members (including, at 
the discretion of the Chairman, the chair-
man and ranking minority member) to one 
minute. 

RULE 10. REFERENCE OF LEGISLATION AND 
OTHER MATTERS 

All legislation and other matters referred 
to the Committee shall be referred to the 
subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction 
within two weeks of the date of receipt by 
the Committee unless action is taken by the 
full Committee within those two weeks, or 
by majority vote of the members of the Com-
mittee, consideration is to be by the full 
Committee. In the case of legislation or 
other matter within the jurisdiction of more 
than one subcommittee, the chairman of the 
Committee may, in his discretion, refer the 
matter simultaneously to two or more sub-
committees for concurrent consideration, or 
may designate a subcommittee of primary 
jurisdiction and also refer the matter to one 
or more additional subcommittees for con-
sideration in sequence (subject to appro-
priate time limitations), either on its initial 
referral or after the matter has been re-
ported by the subcommittee of primary ju-
risdiction. Such authority shall include the 
authority to refer such legislation or matter 
to an ad hoc subcommittee appointed by the 
chairman, with the approval of the Com-
mittee, from the members of the subcommit-
tees having legislative or oversight jurisdic-
tion. 
RULE 11. MANAGING LEGISLATION ON THE HOUSE 

FLOOR 
The chairman, in his discretion, shall des-

ignate which member shall manage legisla-
tion reported by the Committee to the 
House. 

RULE 12. COMMITTEE PROFESSIONAL AND 
CLERICAL STAFF APPOINTMENTS 

(a) Delegation of Staff. Whenever the 
chairman of the Committee determines that 
any professional staff member appointed 
pursuant to the provisions of clause 9 of Rule 
X of the House of Representatives, who is as-
signed to such chairman and not to the rank-
ing minority member, by reason of such pro-
fessional staff member’s expertise or quali-
fications will be of assistance to one or more 
subcommittees in carrying out their as-
signed responsibilities, he may delegate such 
member to such subcommittees for such pur-
pose. A delegation of a member of the profes-
sional staff pursuant to this subsection shall 
be made after consultation with sub-
committee chairmen and with the approval 
of the subcommittee chairman or chairmen 
involved. 

(b) Minority Professional Staff. Profes-
sional staff members appointed pursuant to 
clause 9 of Rule X of the House of Represent-
atives, who are assigned to the ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee and not to 
the chairman of the Committee, shall be as-
signed to such Committee business as the 
minority party members of the Committee 
consider advisable. 

(c) Additional Staff Appointments. In addi-
tion to the professional staff appointed pur-
suant to clause 9 of Rule X of the House of 
Representatives, the chairman of the Com-
mittee shall be entitled to make such ap-
pointments to the professional and clerical 
staff of the Committee as may be provided 
within the budget approved for such purposes 
by the Committee. Such appointee shall be 
assigned to such business of the full Com-
mittee as the chairman of the Committee 
considers advisable. 

(d) Sufficient Staff. The chairman shall en-
sure that sufficient staff is made available to 
each subcommittee to carry out its respon-
sibilities under the rules of the Committee. 

(e) Fair Treatment of Minority Members in 
Appointment of Committee Staff. The chair-
man shall ensure that the minority members 
of the Committee are treated fairly in ap-
pointment of Committee staff. 

(f) Contracts for Temporary or Intermit-
tent Services. Any contract for the tem-
porary services or intermittent service of in-
dividual consultants or organizations to 
make studies or advise the Committee or its 
subcommittees with respect to any matter 
within their jurisdiction shall be deemed to 
have been approved by a majority of the 
members of the Committee if approved by 
the chairman and ranking minority member 
of the Committee. Such approval shall not be 
deemed to have been given if at least one- 
third of the members of the Committee re-
quest in writing that the Committee for-
mally act on such a contract, if the request 
is made within 10 days after the latest date 
on which such chairman or chairmen, and 
such ranking minority member or members, 
approve such contract. 

RULE 13. SUPERVISION, DUTIES OF STAFF 
(a) Supervision of Majority Staff. The pro-

fessional and clerical staff of the Committee 
not assigned to the minority shall be under 
the supervision and direction of the chair-
man who, in consultation with the chairmen 
of the subcommittees, shall establish and as-
sign the duties and responsibilities of such 
staff members and delegate such authority 
as he determines appropriate. 

(b) Supervision of Minority Staff. The pro-
fessional and clerical staff assigned to the 
minority shall be under the supervision and 
direction of the minority members of the 
Committee, who may delegate such author-
ity as they determine appropriate. 

RULE 14. COMMITTEE BUDGET 
(a) Administration of Committee Budget. 

The chairman of the Committee, in consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member, 
shall for the 114th Congress attempt to en-
sure that the Committee receives necessary 
amounts for professional and clerical staff, 
travel, investigations, equipment and mis-
cellaneous expenses of the Committee and 
the subcommittees, which shall be adequate 
to fully discharge the Committee’s respon-
sibilities for legislation and oversight. 

(b) Monthly Expenditures Report. Com-
mittee members shall be furnished a copy of 
each monthly report, prepared by the chair-
man for the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, which shows expenditures made dur-
ing the reporting period and cumulative for 
the year by the Committee and subcommit-
tees, anticipated expenditures for the pro-
jected Committee program, and detailed in-
formation on travel. 

RULE 15. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE 
HEARINGS 

Any meeting or hearing that is open to the 
public may be covered in whole or in part by 
radio or television or still photography, sub-
ject to the requirements of clause 4 of Rule 
XI of the Rules of the House. The coverage of 
any hearing or other proceeding of the Com-

mittee or any subcommittee thereof by tele-
vision, radio, or still photography shall be 
under the direct supervision of the chairman 
of the Committee, the subcommittee chair-
man, or other member of the Committee pre-
siding at such hearing or other proceeding 
and may be terminated by such member in 
accordance with the Rules of the House. 

RULE 16. SUBPOENA POWER 

The power to authorize and issue sub-
poenas is delegated to the Chair of the full 
Committee, as provided for under clause 
2(m)(3)(A)(i) of Rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. The Chair shall 
notify the ranking minority member prior to 
issuing any subpoena under such authority. 
To the extent practicable, the Chair shall 
consult with the ranking minority member 
at least 72 hours in advance of a subpoena 
being issued under such authority. The 
chairman shall report to the members of the 
Committee on the issuance of a subpoena as 
soon as practicable but in no event later 
than one week after issuance of such sub-
poena. 

RULE 17. TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

(a) Approval of Travel. Consistent with the 
primary expense resolution and such addi-
tional expense resolutions as may have been 
approved, travel to be reimbursed from funds 
set aside for the Committee for any member 
or any staff member shall be paid only upon 
the prior authorization of the chairman. 
Travel may be authorized by the chairman 
for any member and any staff member in 
connection with the attendance of hearings 
conducted by the Committee or any sub-
committee thereof and meetings, con-
ferences, and investigations which involve 
activities or subject matter under the gen-
eral jurisdiction of the Committee. Before 
such authorization is given there shall be 
submitted to the chairman in writing the 
following: (1) the purpose of the travel; (2) 
the dates during which the travel is to be 
made and the date or dates of the event for 
which the travel is being made; (3) the loca-
tion of the event for which the travel is to be 
made; and (4) the names of members and 
staff seeking authorization. 

(b) Approval of Travel by Minority Mem-
bers and Staff. In the case of travel by mi-
nority party members and minority party 
professional staff for the purpose set out in 
(a), the prior approval, not only of the chair-
man but also of the ranking minority mem-
ber, shall be required. Such prior authoriza-
tion shall be given by the chairman only 
upon the representation by the ranking mi-
nority member in writing setting forth those 
items enumerated in (1), (2), (3), and (4) of 
paragraph (a). 

RULE 18. WEBSITE 

The chairman shall maintain an official 
Committee website for the purposes of fur-
thering the Committee’s legislative and 
oversight responsibilities, including commu-
nicating information about the Committee’s 
activities to Committee members and other 
members of the House. The ranking minority 
member may maintain an official website for 
the purpose of carrying out official respon-
sibilities, including communicating informa-
tion about the activities of the minority 
members of the Committee to Committee 
members and other members of the House. 

RULE 19. CONFERENCES 

The chairman of the Committee is directed 
to offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule XXII 
of the Rules of the House whenever the 
chairman considers it appropriate. 
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PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE 

RULES 

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON RULES FOR THE 
114TH CONGRESS 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 2(a)(2) of rule XI, the Committee on 
Rules’ rules of procedure for the 114th Con-
gress are transmitted herewith. They were 
adopted on January 7, 2015 by record vote of 
7 yeas and 4 nays. 

RULE 1.—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
(a) The Rules of the House are the rules of 

the Committee and its subcommittees so far 
as applicable, except that a motion to recess 
from day to day, and a motion to dispense 
with the first reading (in full) of a bill or res-
olution, if printed copies are available, are 
non-debatable privileged motions in the 
Committee. A proposed investigative or 
oversight report shall be considered as read 
if it has been available to the members of the 
Committee for at least 24 hours (excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except 
when the House is in session on such day). 

(b) Each subcommittee is a part of the 
Committee, and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the Committee and to its 
rules so far as applicable. 

(c) The provisions of clause 2 of rule XI of 
the Rules of the House are incorporated by 
reference as the rules of the Committee to 
the extent applicable. 

(d) The Committee’s rules shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record not later 
than 30 days after the Committee is elected 
in each odd-numbered year. 

RULE 2.—REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL 
MEETINGS 

Regular Meetings 
(a)(1) The Committee shall regularly meet 

at 5:00 p.m. on the first day on which votes 
are scheduled of each week when the House 
is in session. 

(2) A regular meeting of the Committee 
may be dispensed with if, in the judgment of 
the Chair, there is no need for the meeting. 

(3) Additional regular meetings and hear-
ings of the Committee may be called by the 
Chair. 

Notice for Regular Meetings 
(b) The Chair shall notify in electronic or 

written form each member of the Committee 
of the agenda of each regular meeting of the 
Committee at least 48 hours before the time 
of the meeting and shall provide to each 
member of the Committee, at least 24 hours 
before the time of each regular meeting: 

(1) for each bill or resolution scheduled on 
the agenda for consideration of a rule, a copy 
of— 

(A) the bill or resolution; 
(B) any committee reports thereon; and 
(C) any available letter requesting a rule 

for the bill or resolution; and 
(2) for each other bill, resolution, report, or 

other matter on the agenda a copy of— 
(A) the bill, resolution, report, or mate-

rials relating to the other matter in ques-
tion; and 

(B) any report on the bill, resolution, re-
port, or any other matter made by any sub-
committee of the Committee. 

Emergency Meetings 
(c)(1) The Chair may call an emergency 

meeting of the Committee at any time on 
any measure or matter which the Chair de-
termines to be of an emergency nature; pro-
vided, however, that the Chair has made an 
effort to consult the ranking minority mem-
ber, or, in such member’s absence, the next 
ranking minority party member of the Com-
mittee. 

(2) As soon as possible after calling an 
emergency meeting of the Committee, the 

Chair shall notify each member of the Com-
mittee of the time and location of the meet-
ing. 

(3) To the extent feasible, the notice pro-
vided under paragraph (2) shall include the 
agenda for the emergency meeting and cop-
ies of available materials which would other-
wise have been provided under subsection (b) 
if the emergency meeting was a regular 
meeting. 

Special Meetings 
(d) Special meetings shall be called and 

convened as provided in clause 2(c)(2) of rule 
XI of the Rules of the House. 
RULE 3.—MEETING AND HEARING PROCEDURES IN 

GENERAL 
(a)(1) Meetings and hearings of the Com-

mittee shall be called to order and presided 
over by the Chair or, in the Chair’s absence, 
by the member designated by the Chair as 
the Vice Chair of the Committee, or by the 
ranking majority member of the Committee 
present as Acting Chair. 

(2) Meetings and hearings of the Com-
mittee shall be open to the public unless 
closed in accordance with clause 2(g) of rule 
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(3) Any meeting or hearing of the Com-
mittee that is open to the public shall be 
open to coverage by television, radio, and 
still photography in accordance with the 
provisions of clause 4 of rule XI of the Rules 
of the House (which are incorporated by ref-
erence as part of these rules). 

(4) Before a motion to report a rule is of-
fered, a copy of the language recommended 
shall be furnished to each member of the 
Committee. 

Quorum 
(b)(1) For the purpose of hearing testimony 

on requests for rules, five members of the 
Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

(2) For the purpose of taking testimony 
and receiving evidence on measures or mat-
ters of original jurisdiction before the Com-
mittee, three members of the Committee 
shall constitute a quorum. 

(3) A majority of the members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the pur-
poses of: reporting any measure or matter; 
authorizing a subpoena; closing a meeting or 
hearing pursuant to clause 2(g) of rule XI of 
the Rules of the House (except as provided in 
clause 2(g)(2)(A) and (B)); or taking any 
other action. 

Voting 
(c)(1) No vote may be conducted on any 

measure or motion pending before the Com-
mittee unless a majority of the members of 
the Committee is actually present for such 
purpose. 

(2) A record vote of the Committee shall be 
provided on any question before the Com-
mittee upon the request of any member. 

(3) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee on any measure or matter may be 
cast by proxy. 

(4) A record of the vote of each member of 
the Committee on each record vote on any 
measure or matter before the Committee 
shall be made publicly available in elec-
tronic form within 48 hours, and with respect 
to any record vote on any motion to amend 
or report, shall be included in the report of 
the Committee showing the total number of 
votes cast for and against and the names of 
those members voting for and against. 

Hearing Procedures 
(d)(1) With regard to hearings on matters 

of original jurisdiction, to the greatest ex-
tent practicable: 

(A) each witness who is to appear before 
the Committee shall file with the Committee 
at least 24 hours in advance of the appear-

ance a statement of proposed testimony in 
written and electronic form and shall limit 
the oral presentation to the Committee to a 
brief summary thereof; and 

(B) In the case of a witness appearing in a 
nongovernmental capacity, a written state-
ment of proposed testimony shall include a 
curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any 
Federal grants or contracts, or contracts or 
payments originating with a foreign govern-
ment, received during the current calendar 
year or either of the two previous calendar 
years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness and related to the 
subject matter of the hearing. 

(C) The disclosure referred to in subdivi-
sion (B) shall include— 

(i) the amount and country of origin of any 
payment or contract related to the subject 
matter of the hearing originating with a for-
eign government. 

(ii) the amount and country of origin of 
any payment or contract related to the sub-
ject matter of the hearing originating with a 
foreign government. 

(D) Such statements, with appropriate 
redactions to protect the privacy or security 
of the witness, shall be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form not later than one 
day after the witness appears. 

(2) The five-minute rule shall be observed 
in the interrogation of each witness before 
the Committee until each member of the 
Committee has had an opportunity to ques-
tion the witness. 

(3) The provisions of clause 2(k) of rule XI 
of the Rules of the House shall apply to any 
hearing conducted by the Committee. 

Subpoenas and Oaths 
(e)(1) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of rule XI of 

the Rules of the House of Representatives, a 
subpoena may be authorized and issued by 
the Committee or a subcommittee in the 
conduct of any investigation or series of in-
vestigations or activities, only when author-
ized by a majority of the members voting, a 
majority being present. 

(2) The Chair may authorize and issue sub-
poenas under such clause during any period 
in which the House has adjourned for a pe-
riod of longer than three days. 

(3) Authorized subpoenas shall be signed by 
the Chair or by any member designated by 
the Committee, and may be served by any 
person designated by the Chair or such mem-
ber. 

(4) The Chair, or any member of the Com-
mittee designated by the Chair, may admin-
ister oaths to witnesses before the Com-
mittee. 

RULE 4.—GENERAL OVERSIGHT 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

(a) The Committee shall review and study, 
on a continuing basis, the application, ad-
ministration, execution, and effectiveness of 
those laws, or parts of laws, the subject mat-
ter of which is within its jurisdiction. 

(b) Not later than February 15 of the first 
session of a Congress, the Committee shall 
meet in open session, with a quorum present, 
to adopt its oversight plans for that Con-
gress for submission to the Committee on 
House Administration and the Committee on 
Government Reform, in accordance with the 
provisions of clause 2(d) of House rule X. 

RULE 5.—SUBCOMMITTEES 
Establishment and Responsibilities of 

Subcommittees 
(a)(1) There shall be two subcommittees of 

the Committee as follows: 
(A) Subcommittee on Legislative and 

Budget Process, which shall have general re-
sponsibility for measures or matters related 
to relations between the Congress and the 
Executive Branch. 

(B) Subcommittee on Rules and Organiza-
tion of the House, which shall have general 
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responsibility for measures or matters re-
lated to process and procedures of the House, 
relations between the two Houses of Con-
gress, relations between the Congress and 
the Judiciary, and internal operations of the 
House. 

(2) In addition, each such subcommittee 
shall have specific responsibility for such 
other measures or matters as the Chair re-
fers to it. 

(3) Each subcommittee of the Committee 
shall review and study, on a continuing 
basis, the application, administration, exe-
cution, and effectiveness of those laws, or 
parts of laws, the subject matter of which is 
within its general responsibility. 

Referral of Measures and Matters to 
Subcommittees 

(b)(1) No special order providing for the 
consideration of any bill or resolution shall 
be referred to a subcommittee of the Com-
mittee. 

(2) The Chair shall refer to a subcommittee 
such measures or matters of original juris-
diction as the Chair deems appropriate given 
its jurisdiction and responsibilities. 

(3) All other measures or matters of origi-
nal jurisdiction shall be subject to consider-
ation by the full Committee. 

(4) In referring any measure or matter of 
original jurisdiction to a subcommittee, the 
Chair may specify a date by which the sub-
committee shall report thereon to the Com-
mittee. 

(5) The Committee by motion may dis-
charge a subcommittee from consideration 
of any measure or matter referred to a sub-
committee of the Committee. 

Composition of Subcommittees 
(c) The size and ratio of each sub-

committee shall be determined by the Com-
mittee and members shall be elected to each 
subcommittee, and to the positions of chair 
and ranking minority member thereof, in ac-
cordance with the rules of the respective 
party caucuses. The Chair of the full com-
mittee may designate a member of the ma-
jority party on each subcommittee as its 
vice chair. 

Subcommittee Meetings and Hearings 
(d)(1) Each subcommittee of the Com-

mittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, 
receive testimony, mark up legislation, and 
report to the full Committee on any measure 
or matter referred to it. 

(2) No subcommittee of the Committee 
may meet or hold a hearing at the same time 
as a meeting or hearing of the full Com-
mittee is being held. 

(3) The chair of each subcommittee shall 
schedule meetings and hearings of the sub-
committee only after consultation with the 
Chair. 

Quorum 
(e)(1) For the purpose of taking testimony, 

two members of the subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum. 

(2) For all other purposes, a quorum shall 
consist of a majority of the members of a 
subcommittee. 

Effect of a Vacancy 
(f) Any vacancy in the membership of a 

subcommittee shall not affect the power of 
the remaining members to execute the func-
tions of the subcommittee. 

Records 
(g) Each subcommittee of the Committee 

shall provide the full Committee with copies 
of such records of votes taken in the sub-
committee and such other records with re-
spect to the subcommittee necessary for the 
Committee to comply with all rules and reg-
ulations of the House. 

RULE 6.—STAFF 
In General 

(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraphs (2) 
and (3), the professional and other staff of 

the Committee shall be appointed, by the 
Chair, and shall work under the general su-
pervision and direction of the Chair. 

(2) All professional, and other staff pro-
vided to the minority party members of the 
Committee shall be appointed, by the rank-
ing minority member of the Committee, and 
shall work under the general supervision and 
direction of such member. 

(3) The appointment of all professional 
staff shall be subject to the approval of the 
Committee as provided by, and subject to the 
provisions of, clause 9 of rule X of the Rules 
of the House. 

Associate Staff 
(b) Associate staff for members of the Com-

mittee may be appointed only at the discre-
tion of the Chair (in consultation with the 
ranking minority member regarding any mi-
nority party associate staff), after taking 
into account any staff ceilings and budg-
etary constraints in effect at the time, and 
any terms, limits, or conditions established 
by the Committee on House Administration 
under clause 9 of rule X of the Rules of the 
House. 

Subcommittee Staff 
(c) From funds made available for the ap-

pointment of staff, the Chair of the Com-
mittee shall, pursuant to clause 6(d) of rule 
X of the Rules of the House, ensure that suf-
ficient staff is made available to each sub-
committee to carry out its responsibilities 
under the rules of the Committee, and, after 
consultation with the ranking minority 
member of the Committee, that the minority 
party of the Committee is treated fairly in 
the appointment of such staff. 

Compensation of Staff 
(d) The Chair shall fix the compensation of 

all professional and other staff of the Com-
mittee, after consultation with the ranking 
minority member regarding any minority 
party staff. 

Certification of Staff 
(e)(1) To the extent any staff member of 

the Committee or any of its subcommittees 
does not work under the direct supervision 
and direction of the Chair, the member of 
the Committee who supervises and directs 
the staff member’s work shall file with the 
Chief of Staff of the Committee (not later 
than the tenth day of each month) a certifi-
cation regarding the staff member’s work for 
that member for the preceding calendar 
month. 

(2) The certification required by paragraph 
(1) shall be in such form as the Chair may 
prescribe, shall identify each staff member 
by name, and shall state that the work en-
gaged in by the staff member and the duties 
assigned to the staff member for the member 
of the Committee with respect to the month 
in question met the requirements of clause 9 
of rule X of the rules of the House. 

(3) Any certification of staff of the Com-
mittee, or any of its subcommittees, made 
by the Chair in compliance with any provi-
sion of law or regulation shall be made— 

(A) on the basis of the certifications filed 
under paragraph (1) to the extent the staff is 
not under the Chair’s supervision and direc-
tion, and 

(B) on his own responsibility to the extent 
the staff is under the Chair’s direct super-
vision and direction. 

RULE 7. BUDGET, TRAVEL, PAY OF WITNESSES 
Budget 

(a) The Chair, in consultation with other 
members of the Committee, shall prepare for 
each Congress a budget providing amounts 
for staff, necessary travel, investigation, and 
other expenses of the Committee and its sub-
committees. 

Travel 
(b)(1) The Chair may authorize travel for 

any member and any staff member of the 

Committee in connection with activities or 
subject matters under the general jurisdic-
tion of the Committee. Before such author-
ization is granted, there shall be submitted 
to the Chair in writing the following: 

(A) The purpose of the travel. 
(B) The dates during which the travel is to 

occur. 
(C) The names of the States or countries to 

be visited and the length of time to be spent 
in each. 

(D) The names of members and staff of the 
Committee for whom the authorization is 
sought. 

(2) Members and staff of the Committee 
shall make a written report to the Chair on 
any travel they have conducted under this 
subsection, including a description of their 
itinerary, expenses, and activities, and of 
pertinent information gained as a result of 
such travel. 

(3) Members and staff of the Committee 
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness shall be governed by applicable laws, 
resolutions, and regulations of the House and 
of the Committee on House Administration. 

Pay of Witnesses 
(c) Witnesses may be paid from funds made 

available to the Committee in its expense 
resolution subject to the provisions of clause 
5 of rule XI of the Rules of the House. 

RULE 8.—COMMITTEE ADMINISTRATION 
REPORTING 

(a) Whenever the Committee authorizes 
the favorable reporting of a bill or resolution 
from the Committee— 

(1) The Chair or acting Chair shall report it 
to the House or designate a member of the 
Committee to do so. 

(2) In the case of a bill or resolution in 
which the Committee has original jurisdic-
tion, the Chair shall allow, to the extent 
that the anticipated floor schedule permits, 
any member of the Committee a reasonable 
amount of time to submit views for inclusion 
in the Committee report on the bill or reso-
lution. Any such report shall contain all 
matters required by the Rules of the House 
of Representatives (or by any provision of 
law enacted as an exercise of the rulemaking 
power of the House) and such other informa-
tion as the Chair deems appropriate. 

(3) In the case of a resolution providing for 
consideration of a measure, the Committee 
report accompanying such resolution shall 
include an accurate explanation of any waiv-
ers of points of order, including a detailed 
explanation of all points of order. 

Records 
(b)(1) There shall be a transcript made of 

each regular meeting and hearing of the 
Committee, and the transcript may be print-
ed if the Chair decides it is appropriate or if 
a majority of the members of the Committee 
requests such printing. Any such transcripts 
shall be a substantially verbatim account of 
remarks actually made during the pro-
ceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks. 
Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed 
to require that all such transcripts be sub-
ject to correction and publication. 

(2) The Committee shall keep a record of 
all actions of the Committee and of its sub-
committees. The record shall contain all in-
formation required by clause 2(e)(1) of rule 
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives and shall be available for public inspec-
tion at reasonable times in the offices of the 
Committee. 

(3) All Committee hearings, records, data, 
charts, and files shall be kept separate and 
distinct from the congressional office 
records of the Chair, shall be the property of 
the House, and all Members of the House 
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shall have access thereto as provided in 
clause 2(e)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the 
House. 

(4) The records of the Committee at the 
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available for public use in 
accordance with rule VII of the Rules of the 
House. The Chair shall notify the ranking 
minority member of any decision, pursuant 
to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of the rule, to 
withhold a record otherwise available, and 
the matter shall be presented to the Com-
mittee for a determination on written re-
quest of any member of the Committee. 

Audio and Video Coverage 
(c) The Chair shall provide, to the max-

imum extent practicable— 
(1) complete and unedited audio and video 

broadcasts of all committee hearings and 
meetings; and 

(2) for distribution of such broadcasts and 
unedited recordings thereof to the public and 
for the storage of audio and video recordings 
of the proceedings. Proceedings shall be 
broadcast live on the Majority Committee 
website and recordings shall be made avail-
able on such website within one calendar day 
of the proceeding. 

Committee Publications on the Internet 
(d) To the maximum extent feasible, the 

Committee shall make its publications avail-
able in electronic form. 

Journal 

(e)(1) The Committee shall maintain a 
Committee Journal, which shall include all 
bills, resolutions, and other matters referred 
to or reported by the Committee and all 
bills, resolutions, and other matters reported 
by any other committee on which a rule has 
been granted or formally requested, and such 
other matters as the Chair shall direct. The 
Journal shall be published periodically, but 
in no case less often than once in each ses-
sion of Congress. 

(2) A rule is considered as formally re-
quested when the Chairman of a committee 
of primary jurisdiction which has reported a 
bill or resolution (or a member of such com-
mittee authorized to act on the Chairman’s 
behalf): 

(A) has requested, in writing to the Chair, 
that a hearing be scheduled on a rule for the 
consideration of the bill or resolution; and 

(B) has supplied the Committee with the 
bill or resolution, as reported, together with 
the final committee report thereon. 

Other Procedures 

(f) The Chair may establish such other 
Committee procedures and take such actions 
as may be necessary to carry out these rules 
or to facilitate the effective operation of the 
Committee and its subcommittees in a man-
ner consistent with these rules. 

RULE 9.—AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES 

The rules of the Committee may be modi-
fied, amended or repealed, in the same man-
ner and method as prescribed for the adop-
tion of committee rules in clause 2 of rule XI 
of the Rules of the House, but only if written 
notice of the proposed change has been pro-
vided to each Member at least 48 hours be-
fore the time of the meeting at which the 
vote on the change occurs. Any such change 
in the rules of the Committee shall be pub-
lished in the Congressional Record within 30 
calendar days after their approval. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 21 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 

House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, January 21, 2015, at 10 a.m., 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

79. A letter from the Principal Military 
Deputy, Navy, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting a notice that the Navy intends to 
donate the historic destroyer ex-Charles F. 
Adams (DDG 2) to the Jacksonville Historic 
Naval Ship Association for permanent berth-
ing and public display; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

80. A letter from the Speaker, Okinawa 
Prefectural Assembly, transmitting a resolu-
tion Requesting the Relinquishment of a 
Plan to Build a New Military Base in 
Henoko, Based Upon Respect for the Will of 
the Prefectural Citizens; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

81. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. Act 20-458, ‘‘Protecting 
Pregnant Workers Fairness Act of 2014’’; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

82. A letter from the Chairman, Council of 
the District of Columbia, transmitting 
Transmittal of D.C. Act 20-440, ‘‘Special 
Election Reform Amendment Act of 2014’’; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

83. A letter from the Inspector General, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s semiannual report from the Of-
fice of Inspector General for the period April 
1, 2014, through September 30, 2014, and man-
agement’s response, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); Public Law 95- 
452, section 5(b); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

84. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod 
Pot Gear Fishing Closure in the Pribilof Is-
lands Habitat Conservation Zone in the Ber-
ing Sea; Amendment 103 [Docket No.: 
120706220-4964-02] (RIN: 0648-BC34) received 
January 8, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

85. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Chinook 
Salmon Bycatch Management in the Gulf of 
Alaska Non-Pollock Trawl Fisheries; 
Amendment 97 [Docket No.: 130710606-4972-02] 
(RIN: 0648-BD48) received January 8, 2015, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

86. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Atlantic Highly Migra-
tory Species; 2015 Atlantic Shark Commer-
cial Fishing Seasons [Docket No.: 140429387- 
4971-02] (RIN: 0648-XD276) received January 8, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

87. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — List of Fisheries for 

2015 [Docket No.: 1140325271-4999-02] (RIN: 
0648-BE13) received January 8, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

88. A letter from the Assistant Chief Coun-
sel, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Pipeline Safety: Periodic Updates of 
Regulatory References to Technical Stand-
ards and Miscellaneous Amendments [Dock-
et No.: PHMSA-2011-0337; Amdt. Nos. 192-119; 
193-25; 195-99; 198-6; 199-26] (RIN: 2137-AE85] 
received January 12, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

89. A letter from the Management and Pro-
gram Analyst, FAA, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — IFR Altitudes; Miscellaneous 
Amendments [Docket No.: 30994; Amdt. No. 
517] received January 12, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

90. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Regulations and Reports Clearance, Social 
Security Administration, transmitting the 
Administration’s Major final rule — Revi-
sions to Direct Fee Payment Rules [Docket 
No.: SSA-2010-0025] (RIN: 0960-AH21) received 
January 8, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Ms. FOX: Committee on Rules. House Res-
olution 38. Resolution providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 161) to provide for the 
timely consideration of all licenses, permits, 
and approvals required under Federal law 
with respect to the siting, construction, ex-
pansion, or operation of any natural gas 
pipeline projects, and providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 36) to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to protect pain-capable 
unborn children, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 114–3). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. CHAFFETZ: 
H.R. 405. A bill to require greater account-

ability in discretionary and direct spending 
programs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Budget, and in addition to 
the Committees on Rules, and the Judiciary, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CHAFFETZ: 
H.R. 406. A bill to amend section 505 of the 

Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
provide incentives for the development of 
new combination drugs; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. MCCOLLUM (for herself and Mr. 
COLE): 

H.R. 407. A bill to amend the Act of June 
18, 1934, to reaffirm the authority of the Sec-
retary of the Interior to take land into trust 
for Indian tribes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself and Mr. 
COSTELLO of Pennsylvania): 
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H.R. 408. A bill to amend the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to 
award grants to States to improve delivery 
of high-quality assessments, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: 
H.R. 409. A bill to reinstate the 10-year 

statute of limitations period applicable to 
collection of amounts paid to Social Secu-
rity beneficiaries by administrative offset, 
and prevent recovery of overpayments from 
individuals under 18 years of age; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on the Judiciary, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mrs. CAPPS (for herself and Mr. 
THOMPSON of California): 

H.R. 410. A bill to provide family members 
and close associates of an individual who 
they fear is a danger to himself, herself, or 
others new tools to prevent gun violence; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. COHEN: 
H.R. 411. A bill to amend the Help America 

Vote Act of 2002 to promote early voting in 
elections for Federal office and to prevent 
unreasonable waiting times for voters at 
polling places used in such elections, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 

By Mr. COLE: 
H.R. 412. A bill to reduce Federal spending 

and the deficit by terminating taxpayer fi-
nancing of presidential election campaigns; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in 
addition to the Committee on House Admin-
istration, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. DELANEY (for himself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. POLIS, Mr. 
BUCSHON, Mr. BERA, Mr. WHITFIELD, 
Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. RODNEY 
DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. GABBARD, Ms. 
SINEMA, Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. COLE, Mr. 
LOEBSACK, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. SEAN PAT-
RICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. MUR-
PHY of Florida, Mr. HECK of Nevada, 
Mr. JOLLY, Mr. MESSER, Mr. 
PITTENGER, Mr. HECK of Washington, 
Mr. JOYCE, Mr. CARNEY, Mr. BARR, 
Mr. MACARTHUR, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. 
PALLONE, Mr. CLAY, Mr. PETERS, Ms. 
KUSTER, Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois, 
and Mr. DOLD): 

H.R. 413. A bill to establish the American 
Infrastructure Fund, to provide bond guaran-
tees and make loans to States, local govern-
ments, and infrastructure providers for in-
vestments in certain infrastructure projects, 
and to provide equity investments in such 
projects, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and in addition to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan (for 
himself, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. ROYCE, 
Mr. GUINTA, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER, Mr. DUFFY, Mr. MCHENRY, 
Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. MESSER, Mr. HILL, 
Mr. BARR, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. 
WILLIAMS, and Mr. MULVANEY): 

H.R. 414. A bill to amend the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act to repeal certain additional disclo-
sure requirements, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. DOG-
GETT, Ms. SLAUGHTER, and Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN): 

H.R. 415. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the rules relat-
ing to inverted corporations; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LOBIONDO (for himself, Mr. 
FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. LANCE, and Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey): 

H.R. 416. A bill to amend chapter 178 of 
title 28 of the United States Code to permit 
during a 4-year period States to enact stat-
utes that exempt from the operation of such 
chapter, lotteries, sweepstakes, and other 
betting, gambling, or wagering schemes in-
volving professional and amateur sports; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. LUMMIS (for herself and Mr. 
MULVANEY): 

H.R. 417. A bill to reduce the total number 
of civil service employees in the executive 
branch of the Government through attrition, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself and Mr. CON-
YERS): 

H.R. 418. A bill to amend the securities 
laws to require that registration statements, 
quarterly and annual reports, and proxy so-
licitations of public companies include a dis-
closure to shareholders of any expenditure 
made by that company in support of or in op-
position to any candidate for Federal, State, 
or local public office; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

By Mr. SALMON: 
H.R. 419. A bill to protect the right of law- 

abiding citizens to transport knives inter-
state, notwithstanding a patchwork of local 
and State prohibitions; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCHWEIKERT: 
H.R. 420. A bill to establish a certification 

process for opting out of the individual 
health insurance mandate; to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. MUR-
PHY of Pennsylvania, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. YOHO, Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Mr. 
HUNTER, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. BENISHEK, 
and Ms. GABBARD): 

H.R. 421. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the mental health 
treatment provided by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to veterans who served in clas-
sified missions; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. DEUTCH (for himself, Ms. 
EDWARDS, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. 
PELOSI, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, 
Mr. CONYERS, Mr. RANGEL, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. 
PALLONE, Mr. ENGEL, Mrs. LOWEY, 
Ms. DELAURO, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. HAS-
TINGS, Mr. FARR, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
SMITH of Washington, Ms. LEE, Mr. 
CAPUANO, Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. 
ISRAEL, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. MOORE, Mr. COHEN, 
Mr. ELLISON, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. WELCH, Ms. TSON-
GAS, Mr. NOLAN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. 
HIMES, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. SCHRADER, 
Mr. TONKO, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. JUDY 
CHU of California, Mr. GARAMENDI, 
Mr. FOSTER, Ms. BASS, Mr. CARNEY, 
Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. RICHMOND, Ms. 
WILSON of Florida, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. 
GRAYSON, Ms. TITUS, Ms. BROWNLEY 
of California, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, Ms. ESTY, Mr. HONDA, Ms. 
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. KENNEDY, 
Mr. KILMER, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. 
LOWENTHAL, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN 

GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr. SEAN 
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Mr. 
O’ROURKE, Mr. POCAN, Mr. TAKANO, 
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. 
BEYER, Mrs. TORRES, Mr. LANGEVIN, 
Mr. SABLAN, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. GENE 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. PRICE of North 
Carolina, Ms. NORTON, and Mr. HECK 
of Washington): 

H.J. Res. 22. A joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States relating to contributions and 
expenditures intended to affect elections; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

PRIVATE BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, 
Mr. LIPINSKI introduced a bill (H.R. 422) 

for the relief of Corina de Chalup Turcinovic; 
which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. CHAFFETZ: 
H.R. 405. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 9, Clause 7 of the United 

States Constitution 
By Mr. CHAFFETZ: 

H.R. 406. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

Constitution: To regulate Commerce with 
foreign Nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian Tribes; 

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
Constitution: To make all Laws which shal 
be necessary and proper for carrying into 
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all 
other Powers vested by this Constitution in 
the Government of the United States, or in 
any Department or Officer therof. 

By Ms. McCOLLUM: 
H.R. 407. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, which gives 

Congress the power ‘‘To make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing powers.’’ 

By Ms. BONAMICI: 
H.R. 408. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: 
H.R. 409. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 

By Mrs. CAPPS: 
H.R. 410. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority in which this 

bill rests is the power of the Congress to reg-
ulate Commerce, as enumerated by Article I, 
Section 8, Clause 3 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

By Mr. COHEN: 
H.R. 411. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Article I, Section 4 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. COLE: 

H.R. 412. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Amendment XVI to the United States Con-

stitution. 
Additionally, since the Constitution does 

not provide Congress with the power to pro-
vide financial support to U.S. political par-
ties, the general repeal of the Presidential 
Election Campaign Fund for this purpose is 
consistent with the powers that are reserved 
to the States and to the people as expressed 
in Amendments IX and X to the United 
States Constitution. 

Further, Article I Section 8 defines the 
scope and powers of Congress and does not 
include this concept of taxation in further-
ance of funding U.S. political parties within 
the expressed powers. 

By Mr. DELANEY: 
H.R. 413. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan: 

H.R. 414. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 (relating to 

the power to regulate interstate commerce). 
By Mr. LEVIN: 

H.R. 415. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the 

United States Constitution 
By Mr. LOBIONDO: 

H.R. 416. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of The Con-

stitution of the United States of America 
By Mrs. LUMMIS: 

H.R. 417. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18— 
‘‘To make all Laws which shall be nec-

essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers, and all other 
Powers vested by the Constitution in the 
Government of the United States, or in any 
Department or Officer thereof.’’ 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 418. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section VIII 

By Mr. SALMON: 
H.R. 419. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 Clause 18 ‘‘The Congress 

shall have Power To . . . make all Laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers, 
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, 
or in any Department or Officer thereof’’ 

As it is the purpose of the government of 
the United States to protect and defend the 
natural and inalienable rights of the Amer-
ican citizen, it is necessary and proper for 
the Congress to legislate, when necessary, to 
ensure the ability of the citizenry to keep 
and bear arms and to travel with such arms 
while taking reasonable precautions to en-
sure the safety of his/her fellows and to re-
spect state and local laws. 

By Mr. SCHWEIKERT: 
H.R. 420. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United 

States Constitution. 

By Ms. SINEMA: 
H.R. 421. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Mr. LIPINSKI: 
H.R. 422. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 4 of the Con-

stitution provides that Congress shall have 
power to ‘‘establish an uniform Rule of Natu-
ralization’’. The Supreme Court has long 
found that this provision of the Constitution 
grants Congress plenary power over immi-
gration policy. As the Court found in Galvan 
v. Press, 347 U.S. 522, 531 (1954), ‘‘that the for-
mulation of policies [pertaining to the entry 
of aliens and their right to remain here] is 
entrusted exclusively to Congress has be-
come about as firmly imbedded in the legis-
lative and judicial tissues of our body politic 
as any aspect of our government.’’ And, as 
the Court found in Kleindienst v. Mandel, 408 
U.S. 753, 766 (1972) (quoting Boutilier v. INS, 
387 U.S. 118, 123 (1967)), ‘‘[t]he Court without 
exception has sustained Congress’ ‘plenary 
power to make rules for the admission of 
aliens and to exclude those who possess 
those characteristics which Congress has for-
bidden.’ ’’ 

By Mr. DEUTCH: 
H.J. Res. 22. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article V of the Constitution: The Con-

gress, whenever two thirds of both Houses 
shall deem it necessary, shall propose 
amendments to this Constitution, or, on the 
application of the legislatures of two thirds 
of the several states, shall call a convention 
for proposing amendments, which, in either 
case, shall be valid to all intents and pur-
poses, as part of this Constitution, when 
ratified by the legislatures of three fourths 
of the several states or by conventions in 
three fourths thereof, as the one or the other 
mode of ratification may be proposed by the 
Congress; provided that no amendment 
which may be made prior to the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight shall in 
any manner affect the first and fourth 
clauses in the ninth section of the first arti-
cle; and that no state, without its consent, 
shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the 
Senate. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 25: Mr. RIGELL. 
H.R. 36: Mr. COLLINS of New York, Mr. 

FITZPATRICK, Mr. HOLDING, Mr. GOWDY, Mr. 
HULTGREN, Mr. SHUSTER, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mr. PERRY, Mr. GRAVES of 
Louisiana, Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr. HEN-
SARLING, Mr. MICA, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. 
CHAFFETZ, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. KING 
of New York, Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia, Mr. 
BOST, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. NUNES, Mr. HARDY, 
and Mr. BARTON. 

H.R. 114: Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, 
Mr. LANCE, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. 
TIBERI, and Mr. WEBER of Texas. 

H.R. 154: Mrs. DAVIS of California, Ms. 
PELOSI, Mr. HONDA, Mrs. TORRES, Ms. LINDA 
T. SÁNCHEZ of California, and Mr. KIND. 

H.R. 158: Mr. MESSER. 
H.R. 159: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. ELLISON, 

Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. DEUTCH, Ms. 
SPEIER, and Mr. LOWENTHAL. 

H.R. 160: Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. CÁRDENAS, Mr. 
RUSSELL, Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia, Mr. 

HARDY, Mr. PALMER, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of 
Georgia, Ms. MCSALLY, and Mr. AGUILAR. 

H.R. 161: Mr. FARENTHOLD, Mr. HANNA, Mr. 
KLINE, Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. ZINKE, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. 
JOLLY, Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina, Mr. 
SALMON, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. 
WILLIAMS, Mr. LATTA, Mr. DUFFY, Mr. 
BYRNE, and Mr. ZELDIN. 

H.R. 173: Mr. BROOKS of Alabama and Mr. 
RATCLIFFE. 

H.R. 174: Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. 
JOYCE, Mr. ROUZER, and Mr. COOPER. 

H.R. 178: Mr. ISRAEL. 
H.R. 179: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 199: Ms. NORTON, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Ms. 

CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr. TONKO, Mr. 
LIPINSKI, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. HIGGINS. 

H.R. 213: Mr. CURBELO of Florida, Ms. 
STEFANIK, Ms. GABBARD, Mr. VALADAO, and 
Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. 

H.R. 226: Ms. NORTON, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 
Ms. EDWARDS, Ms. BASS, and Ms. JUDY CHU of 
California. 

H.R. 232: Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Ms. PIN-
GREE, and Mr. AGUILAR. 

H.R. 242: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Ms. SEWELL of Ala-
bama, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. AGUILAR, and 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. 

H.R. 247: Ms. FUDGE, Ms. MAXINE WATERS 
of California, and Ms. WILSON of Florida. 

H.R. 248: Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. 
BURGESS, Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan, Mr. 
WESTMORELAND, Mr. RIBBLE, Mr. GIBBS, Mrs. 
WAGNER, Mr. BENISHEK, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr. 
JONES, Ms. JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. FRANKS of 
Arizona, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. 
YOUNG of Indiana, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
BRADY of Texas, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. ROE of 
Tennessee, Mr. TIBERI, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. 
MULVANEY, Mr. ROTHFUS, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. 
OLSON, Mr. KLINE, Mr. CLAWSON of Florida, 
and Mr. BARR. 

H.R. 249: Mr. MULLIN, Ms. MCCOLLUM, and 
Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New Mex-
ico. 

H.R. 254: Mr. MCDERMOTT. 
H.R. 258: Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. FUDGE, Ms. 

EDWARDS, Mr. RUSH, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, 
and Mr. HOYER. 

H.R. 264: Ms. MOORE, Ms. BORDALLO, Ms. 
WILSON of Florida, Mr. RUSH, Mr. CONNOLLY, 
Mr. MEEKS, Ms. NORTON, and Mr. POCAN. 

H.R. 304: Ms. FUDGE and Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 315: Ms. JUDY CHU of California. 
H.R. 346: Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas and Mr. LEWIS. 
H.R. 348: Mr. ROUZER. 
H.R. 353: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 374: Mr. POLIS. 
H.R. 381: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia and Mr. 

LIPINSKI. 
H.R. 399: Mr. CLAWSON of Florida, Mr. 

PALAZZO, Mr. KING of New York, Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER, Mr. PERRY, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. HARDY, 
and Mr. KATKO. 

H.R. 402: Mr. BARR, Mr. DENT, Mrs. LUM-
MIS, and Mr. MESSER. 

H.J. Res. 14: Mr. HUDSON and Mr. ALLEN. 
H. Res. 11: Mr. WOODALL. 
H. Res. 12: Ms. BASS, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. 

RICHMOND, Mr. MARINO, Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington, Mr. ELLISON, Mrs. CAPPS, Mrs. 
LOWEY, and Mr. YODER. 

H. Res. 28: Mr. GIBSON and Mr. SEAN PAT-
RICK MALONEY of New York. 

H. Res. 37: Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr. MEEKS, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. DUNCAN of South Caro-
lina, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. 
KEATING, and Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 
Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 

statements on congressional earmarks, 
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limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY MR. GOODLATTE 
The provisions that warranted a referral to 

the Committee on Judiciary in H.R. 36 do 
not contain any congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff bene-
fits as defined in clause 9 of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY MR. UPTON 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce in 
H.R. 161 do not contain any congressional 
earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited 
tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 of rule 
XXI. 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H.R. 36: Mrs. WALORSKI and Mrs. ELLMERS. 
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